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should as confidently say that these enactments 
were brought forward as the others. But this was 
not material. I find, said he, that, as far as the ac- 
tion of the Senate is concerned, the case is already 
_ provided for, independently, by a bill just passed to 
punish the counterfeiting of these notes, and by a 
general law of Congress in relation to the punishment 
of crimes, passed in 1825, enumerating the counter- 
feiting of Treasury notes as one of the crimes to 
be punished. That law was yet in force. Again: 
at the present session the Judiciary Committee 
have provided for a supposed casus omissus found 
in both laws, which was, that there was no provi- 
sion made to punish persons who should’ have in 
their possession counterfeit Treasury notes with 
intent to pass them. ‘The Senate had passed this 
billand sentit to the other Housc, so that the 
criminal provisions, as far as this body 1s con- 
cerned, are complete, without reference to this bill, 
or the law of October. 

But the Senator suggests that there are no state- 
ments, and that, therefore, we do not know that 
the Treasury needs this supply. Could this be 
said after what had passed here within the last few 
days, and yet perhaps this body had been made to 
know less upon the subject than it ought, as most 
of the communications had been transmitted to the 
House? But his memory told him that the wants 
of the Treasury were so imperious as to require a 
special communication from the President of the 
United States; that that communication was made 
to both Houses, and was accompanied by one from 
the Secretary of the Treasury; that that message re- 
commended this mode of providing for the exi- 
gency, and it seemed to him emphatically to be the 
correct one. Did any member of that body believe 
that the Treasury was not in immediate want? His 
information, as late as yesterday morning, was that 
there were but $50,000 of Treasury notes, autho- 
rized by the act of October, that remained to be 
issued; and that there were but some $200,000 in 
the Treasury scattered over the whole country. 
Could there be any dc ubt then as to the immediate 
and pressing necessity for passing this bill? Why, 
asked Mr. W.are we brought to thisstate of things? 
The Senator told us that, after passing the law of 
October, it was understood that one of this charac- 
ter would not be called for again. But the Senator 
did not recollect the change that was given 
to that act in the House of Representatives. 
It passed this House without any provision as to a 
reissue of the notes, but it came back from the 
House with an interdiction on such reissue; and 
he, Mr. W. remembered well, in moving tor a 
concurrence with this amendment, that he said 
that the bill thus amended would answer till the 
next session of Congress, when further provision 
could be made, if necessary. By making these 
notes receivable for the dues of the Government, 
nearly six of the ten millions had been redeemed, 
aud all our revenue coming in comes in that pa- 
per. The revenue is as large as was anticipated, 
but there was no money coming in; and, though 
they had issued ten millions of paper within 
$50,000, they were now but four millions in debt, 
the balance of the notes having been already re- 
deemed and cancelled. It was not by this bill that 
they were incurring one dollar more of debt than 
was authorized by the act of October last. This 
bill did not authorize the reissue of a single note 
which has not been cancelled under that act. He 
would make a single remark more, which he hoped 
would be the last. We have been told of the de- 
preciated character of this paper. He believed 
that some of the prices current had put it below 
bank paper, though that was at one single point of 
the Union only, New York; but it was now quoted 
there and at Philadelphia, three or four per cent. 
higher than that paper (United States Bank notes) 
which is held in such high estimation by the gentle- 
man and his friends. His information told him 
that Treasury notes were higher at the South than 
any bank paper. In Philadelphia it was also 
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trifle lower. That, however, was not the point. 
The question was, what were they to do?) We 
cannot, by our fiat here, place money in the Trea- 
sury at a moment’s warning. Then can we do 
any thing better than to give to the creditors of the 
Government the best paper in our power—that 
issued upon the faith and credit of the Government 
itself? The limitation proposed by the Senator's 
amendment would not answer. Who could tell 
how soon it would come back again? and how long 
would two millions last, when in the single port of 
New York it comes in at the rate of $300,000 per 
week? How long would it be before the Secretary 
of the Treasury would be compelled to come be- 
fore Congress with another statement showing a 
deficiency of means?) What danger could there be 
in issuing this amount? Would itrun the Govern- 
ment in debta dollar beyond the amount autho- 
rized by the act of October last? Not one dollar. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the candor of the honora- 
ble geatleman has put this bill on the ground which 
expresses the different opinions between him and 
myself exactly; and I am desirous that it should 
be understood that what he says in fayor of Go- 
vernment paper money goes to make it, on the 
whole, but little better than the bad money ot bro- 
ken banks. The Senator says it is at least as good 
as theirs, which is twenty or twenty-five per cent. 
below par. Have we contracted with our army, 
our navy, and the judges of our courts, to pay 
them insomething buta little better than the depre- 
ciated paper of the banks? Was that our contract? 
No, sir, it was very different. 

We have heard much said about the paper party, 
the advocates of a paper system, and a paper 
Government. Let us see who they are. I insist 
that the mouth of the Administration is shut on 
this subject; for all they propose to pay out is not 
gold and silver; and if we cannot pay our own debts 
in specie, or its equivalent, how can we demand it 
of others? What is the argument of the honora- 
ble chairman of the committee, but an acknow- 
ledgment that we cannot pay ourdebts?' He asks 
what can be done? Sir, I will tell him. If Trea- 
sury notes are issued, all bearing an interest of 
five or six per cent. and sold to supply us with the 
means of paying what is due from the Govern- 
ment, our credit and punetuality will be sustained. 
He proposes that they shall not be payable under 
a year. Let us issue them so, bearing an interest 
of five or six per cent. and sell them in the 
market, and in two hours the Government will 
be able to meet the demands upon it. Why 
should this not be done? Sir, I put the question to 
Congress and to the country. They may not sell 
at par, but why not sell them notwithstanding? If 
it is not done, the Government cannot properly pay 
its debts; and who, in that case, is to bear the mis- 
fortune—the Government itself, or its individual 
creditors?) The Senator is averse to this method, 
because there is an exigency in the condition of the 
Government, and it cannot pay its debts without a 
sacrifice. Is this the language of individuals? If 
there must be a less in the payment of a debt, on 
whom is it to fall? Does an individual say he 
would have to sell his property cheap, and, there- 
fore, he cannot pay? Sir, there is no difficulty in 
the way to prevent the Government from doing as 
Ihave proposed, to maintain the credit and good 
faith of the country; there is nothing to prevent our 
selling our own notes, and thus raising the money, 
and paying according to contract. The Senator 
himseif admits that the method proposed amounts 
very nearly to a forced payment; and, sir, I say 
again, that what we now propose to offer as an op- 
tion to our creditors is of less value, the country 
through, than the payment which the Senator op- 
poses in his report, because on that the creditor can 
receive the speeie if he prefers it; for, in the terms 
of the proposition, the specie is paid and payable 
on demand. But this Government paper is not at 
all of that character; it is payable only at a distant 
day, or in dues to the Government. I say, then, 
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that, on the ground that it is only a little deprecia- 
ted, itis as much against the principle as if it were 
reduced to fifty per cent. The man is entitled to 
the whole, and we, as his debtor, are not doing our 
duty uniess we pay him the whole. We all know 
that this paper will not be at par with gold and sil- 
ver atany pointin the Union atany time, and, 
therefore, we should not sanction the principle of 
offering paper which we know is not at par, and, 
therefore, is no substantial option; the Senators 
themselves are the judges that there is no substan- 
lial option. We, therefore, force on our creditors 
something of less value than lawful money. 

This bil, Lam of the opinion, will not have the 
effect to revive all the act of October lasi. All 
that relates to the duties ot the Secretary of the 
seanety — provided for; but this bill does not 
revive the third section of the law of Octo ‘ela- 
ting to the collector, his deposttes, and ae — 

ee 
all thal; and I say that it does not revive the penal 
part of that law. The Senator speaks of the law 
of 1825 as supplying this deficiency, but in the bil! 
of the last session he thought the penal provisien 
necessary, and I had supposed that the law of 1825 
did not cover exchequer bills subsequent to that 
period. If the Senator means to say that this bill 
does not revive those provisions, then I say that it 
does not accomplish its object in that respect. 

Sir, what is the state of the case? The four or 
five millions of dollars of Treasury notes are now 
outstanding. ‘The gentleman Says that they are all 
received for the customs and at the land offices, 
and therefore the Government gets no money. Is 
it not the reason of the distribution of these Trea- 
Ssury notes that they are to serve the same purpose 
as to get the money? These reports show that we 
have a Government currency, and have not any 
thing in the Treasury but this depreciated paper, 
and that is a state of things which I will not agree 
to encourage. I am opposed now, and always 
have been, to all introduction of paper money as a 
depreciated currency for the Treasury, and I ask 
again, if we cannot pay our own dues at par, who 
can? Itis time for us to stop the outery against 
depreciated paper, when we, with our eyes open, 
authorize what amounts toa compulsory payment 
of our creditors with something of less value than 
lawful money. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he had not heard, da- 
ring the whole session, a stronger argument in fa- 
vor of the policy, that the Government should keep 
its own funds, and collect them in the legal and 
constitutional currency of the country, than that 
just delivered by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Wenstrer.] He entirely concurred with him 
that itis bound to pay its creditors in the legal 
currency, and the importance of preserving the 
public faith from the slightest blot. But to accom- 
plish this, the Government must always be kept 
ina condition to meet its engagements, and how 
could this be done, but by collecting its dues in the 
legal currency, and keeping it in its own custody? 
This was the only possible manner, and yet this is 
neither more less than the odious Sub-Treasury, 
which the Senator is in the daily habit of denoun- 
cing so violently! 

But while he tells us that the Government is 
bound to pay in gold and silver, and that nothing 
short of that can preserve the public faith immacu- 
late, he is the strenuous advocate of collecting 
its dues in bank notes or their equivalent. ‘The 
fallacy consists in supposing that such notes are 
equivalent to specie. ‘There is nothing equivalent 
to gold and silver but themselves. Nothing else 
can legally pay debts, or release the debtor from 
his obligation tohisereditor. This the Senator as- 
serts, and insists on most correctly. How then 
can bank notes be equivalent, unless they can al- 
ways command, without the possibility of failure, 
the amount of gold or silver that they call for? Is 
such the fact? Is it the casenow? On the com 
trary, is it not notorious that the Government has 
millions of bank notes collected, when the banks that 
issued them were epesie-paying banks, bat whieh 
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éannot now command a cent in specie? And is it 
hot 1ow compelled to dishonor its credit, and vio- 
Jate i's faith, because it collected its dues in bank 
notes, and confided the safe keeping of its funds to 
the banks? And yet while the Senator denounces 
this want of ability on the part of the Government, 
he is the strenuous advocate to renew its Connec- 
tien with the banks, under the fallacious idea that 
bank notes and bank credit are equivalent tu spe- 
cie, doing; in a word, the very thing again which 
has subjected the Government to the necessity 
which he so strongly condemns! Worse than this: 
he proposes to repeat the process, when it is ad- 
mitted by his colleague, [Mr. Davis,] and his dis- 
tinguished friend behind him, {Mr. Ciay,] that the 
renewal of the connection must again be followed 
in a short time by another explosion, when again 
the Governmen} would be compelle! to do what 
the Senator so justly and strongly condemns! He 
was at a loss to understand how the Senator could 
reconeile the coaflict between his sentiments and 
the course he advocated. It seemed to him, that 
as the zealous supporter of the good faith of the 
(Government, he ought to be the warmest advocate 
of the only mode of collecting and keeping the 
public money by which it could be preserved. 

The Senator, in his zeal to preserve the public 
faith, recommended that the Treasury notes autho- 
rized to be issued by this bill, should be made to 
bear an interest of 6 percent. and be sold for money 
instead of being paid to the public creditors. He did 
not explain what he meant by money. If he means 
gold and silver, does he not see how greatly it 
would impede and embarrass the resumption of 
specie payments, for the Government to go into the 
market, and draw out at once eight or ten millions 
of specie? Would he recommend that at this criti- 
cal moment, when the banks were about to resume? 
If he means bank notes, then it was neither more 
nor less than to advise the Government to exchange 
its credit for the credit of the banksof New York 
and Boston, (the only specie payments at this mo- 
ment,) and give them 6 per cent. to boot, when it 
was notorious that Treasury notes were at par in 
both those places, and would be better over the 
whole South and West than the very notes for 
which he proposes to exchange them! This would 
certainly be a very good operation for those banks, 
but would bea very bad one for the Government 
and people. ‘The Senator has spoken of Trea- 
sury noles as being depreciated. Such was 
not the fact. They had been above par every where, 
habitually compared with the local bank notes, 
except during short intervals at New York; but 
that did not show that they were actually depre- 
ciated. We sil know thatthe currency of New York 
has been in a highly artificial state, from the neces- 
sity its banks were under to resume specie pay- 
ments by a certain day, or forfeit their charters. 
The rate of her exchanges with London clearly 
proves the unnatural condition of her currency. 
The difference in her favor was far greater than 
could be explained by any operation of commerce, 
and ifhe did not mistake, was greater than the de- 
preciation of the Treasury notes, compared with 
her local currency, which demonstrates that they 
have not been depreciated at any time, compared 
with London, which may fairly be considered the 
standard of the currency of the commercial world. 
Though he regretted, with the Senator, that the 
Gevernment had not at all times been in the condi- 
tion to meet iis engagements in gold and silver, it 
was some consolation to reflect that substantial jus- 
tice had been done to its creditors, as far as it had 
used its own credit throughout this embarrassing 
and painful crisis. 

The question before them was very simple. Tha 
Government was out of money, and there were 
but two ways of supplying the deficiency—to bor- 
row it, or to use its own credit; and the question 
was which should be done? Tne Senator objected 
strongly.to the latter, but he could not possibly be 
more opposed to it than he (Mr. C.] was to the 
former. It is useless to attempt disguise. Those 
who advocate a Joan, mean to force the Govern- 
ment to exchange its credit for that of the banks. 
There is no one So crazy as to believe that a loan 
ought to be made in gould and silver. Now what 
have we daily heard for the last six months, from 
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those who are now so strenuous for a lean, but 
that the credit of the Government was So essential 
to the banks, that if it was withdrawn, the whole 
system would fall prostrate; and yet they now ask 
the Gevernment to exchange its better credit for the 
very credit that it sustains, and give six per cent to 
boot! What would be thought of an individual in 
private life who would commit the folly of exchang- 
ing his own promissory note for that of a neighbor, 
which was so inferior to his as to depend upon his 
endorsement for its credit, and give similar dif- 
ference? He would be regarded a fit candidate for 
Bedlam; and yet this is exactly what those in favor 
of a Joan wish Government to do. Togivea clear 
conception how the blending of the credit of the 
Government with the banks operated, both in rela- 
tion to individuals and the Government, he would 
illustrate his conception by a statement of a case. 
Take three individuals, near neighbors, and of 
equal wealth and credit: say three planters, each 
worth a handred thousand dollars, free of debt, 
and of equal character for fidelity in meeting their 
engagements, and call them A, B, and C. It is 
manifest that, each being of equal credit, neither 
would think of exchanging his credit for either of 
the others, much less of paying a difference in the 
exchange. But let Government interfere and take 
up C, and confer banking privileges upon 
him—that is, authorize his promissory notes to be 
received in its dues and the purchase of its domain, 
and give him the use of its funds between the pe- 
riods of collection and disbursements, and this 
equality will be destroyed. A and B would now 
call it an accommodation to obtain C’s notes in ex- 
change for theirs; nay, C. would disdain to ex- 
change, unless the one should endorse for the 
other, and pay him six per cent. difference; and to 
this exaction they would be compelled to submit. 
A, for instance, wishes to settle a son in the West; 
and for the purpose of purchasing land from the 
Government, desires to raise ten thousand dollars. 
Neither his note nor B’s can buy land; and to ob- 
tain the means, he is obliged to go to B, get his en- 
dorsement, which, from his perfect confidence in his 
neighbor, he gives for nothing, and gives his note, 
with the joint credit of both, in exchange for C’s 
note, deducting nearly seven dollars in the hundred, 
or nearly seven hundred on the whole. His son 
puts the note in his pocket-book, and goes off to the 
West, where, through the magic of banking privi- 
leges, it is converted into solid and fertile acres. 
Presently the Government gets out of money; and 
all the friends of C (a numerous host) zealously in- 
sist that, instead of using its own notes, it should 
sell them toC in exchange for his, and pay the 
same difference; and this they call a loan—bor- 
rowing money! The thing is monstrous. 

Thas regarding it, he has long considered public 
loans among the greatest impositions; and he was 
accordingly mortally opposed to a public debt. 
When there was a deficit, it was better by far for 
the Government to use its own credit directly, nor 
did he believe it to be impossible, if the laws which 
govern credit and circulation were fully under- 
stood, to supersede a resort to any other resource, 
without burthening the public with the heavy and 
pernicious load of debt, contracted for the most 
part by the exchange of its own credit for that of 
the banks, in the form of bank notes. He, for one, 
was not willing that his constituents should be 
taxed for a loan, when it could possibly be avoid- 
ed; and such was his repugnance to a debt, that he 
could scarcely imagine the case, in peace or war, 
that would induce him to vote for one with his pre- 
sent impressions. 

But if Treasury notes were really below par, as 
asserted by the Senator, it would not be at all sur- 
prising, and might be easily explained. Their va- 
lue mainly depends on their receivability in the 
public dues, and it might be anticipated that the 
liberal indalgence given to the public debtors at 
the extra session would tend to depress them in the 
market; and it isa proof of the high estimate placed 
on them by the public, that they have been so lit- 
tle affected by the course to which’he has referred. 
Their depression during the late wat, when they 
sunk below the value of bahk notes even during 
tHe period of the suspension of specie payments, 
has often been urged against their use.” Nothing 


was more easy of explanation. The Government 
had the weakness and folly to permit it, by its own 
voluntary acts, by putting bank notes of every de. 
scription en a level with Treasury notes in all its 
transactions, while the banks on their part refused to 
put them on a level with theirs in their transac- 
tions. The result was, that bank notes could per- 
form all the functions of circulation, public and 
private, while Treasury motes could perform only 
a part. There depreciation followed as a matter of 
course, under the known laws that regulate circu- 
lation. Ifthe Government had reversed its course, 
and refused to receive the notes of any bank that 
discredited its notes, or rather had refused to touch 
bank notes atall, its notes would have been uni- 
versally and greatly preferred to those of the banks, 
and the war might have been carried on with vastly 
less embarrassment, and the saving of millions. 

The use of bank credit by Government had been, 
in his opinion, the source of great mischief, both in 
this country and England. It was the parent of 
the enormous debt that has pressed so heavily on 
the energies of the latter, as great as they are. He 
had barely touched on a range of questions little 
explored as yet, but intimately connected with the 
progress and prosperity of the country. Whenever 
the elements of a true and stable currency were as- 
certained, he felt assured that it would be found to 
consist partly of gold and silver, and of paper, 
resting not on the credit and authority of banks, but 
of the Government itself. 

He said, in conclusion, that he would vote for 
the bill with pleasure, as he believed it was neces- 
sary; but his pleasure would have been increased 
if the notes were to be issued without interest. 


Mr. WEBSTER said; I am not at all surprised 
to hear the Senator from South Carolina say that 
he has found my argument against Treasury notes 
a very good one in favor of separating bank and 
State, for the present state of the gentieman’s mind 
is such that he would find such an argument any 
where, on any subject, and on any occasion. So 
deeply is he immersed in this, his favorite subject, 
that I verily believe, if he should hear a discourse 
on theology, or a philosophical dissertation, he 
would start up and say it contained fine doctrines 
for divorce. But what did I say touching the doc- 
trine of divorce? I insisted that the Government 
should fulfil its contracts; but what kas that to do 
with divorce? Did I contend that the Government 
should pay any thing not equivalent to specie? I 
have never done it. It is astonishing that the gen- 
tleman should so laboriously confound things so 
different; and before he attempts it again, let us 
understand the use of terms. I contend that Trea- 
sury notes can never be at par, and by thatI 
mean atthe established rates according to law. 
The gentleman says they are, and have been, at 
par, because they are equal to par in New York. 
But he might as well say that broadcloth, or molas- 
ses, or any other merchandise, is at par. His pro- 
position is that they are equal to par in New York 
for the London market. But what of that? I mean 
that they are not equivalent to gold and silver, in 
the currency, and according tolaw. His par and 
my par, therefore, are not the same thing. If he 
means to meet the question whether Treasury 


‘notes are equivalent to gold and silver as the legal 


standard, that is the question; but if he will not 
meet that question, I offer no other. 

He asks, how can Government pay in what is 
equivalent to specie, if it pay in specie paying 
bank notes? It has done so for many years, and 
never found any difficulty in doing it, and it never 
will. He speaks also of our exchanging credit 
with the banks, and paying the difference. But 
thisa confusion of ideas, or, at least, of terms. 
What does he mean by credit? If be means that 
the Government can contract loans on as good 
terms as the banks, thatis not denied. Bat what 
would you call a check which is given on a bank? 
Is thatcredit? It isnot credit; it is a thing entirely 
different. To make the two cases at all alike, the 
Government paper must be redeemable in specie, 
on demand, at the Treasury; and then, I dare say, 
its paper would be very goed. He asks if Mr. 


Astor would pay a bank for its credit... Mr. Astor, 
and every man, however large their capita] and 
credit, borrow money of the banks when they wish 
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to do it, on time, because that money is payable in 
specie. The gentleman calls thatan exchange of cre- 
ditforeredit. But itis no such thing. You cannot 
say that a note on time is equivalent to a bank note 
commanding the specie; they are entirely different. 
The zentleman says that the Government credit is 
the best in the world; but it is not the best in the 
way that the Government uses it here. If he says 
bank notes circulate on the credit of the Govern- 
ment, that does not make Goverament notes of this 
kind better than bank notes payable and paid in 
specie. Ut may do very well to help out of an 
emergency; but the crisis is in his argument, and 
the emergency in his proposition. Paper is not 
equivalent to specie, unless it is payable in specie. 

I do not ask how it may be sold for exchange 
on London, but whether it will pass current as 
specie or as equivalent to specie. Let us try that. 
Will Treasury notes command the specie, at par, 
in any State of the Union? We all know that they 
will not. Itis a general remark that they are un- 
der specie par; this has been admitted, and all the 
facts show it. 

But let us look farther at what is the operation 
of exchanges. You may call it a transfer of bank 
notes. But the gentleman’s suppositions are all 
ideal, and never take place. All great payments 
are made by transfers of credit, and this is the ac- 
tual payment. Look at the operations of this 
Government. In 1816, they passed a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the collectors to receive the paper 
of specie-paying banks. And how did they do it? 
The collectors and the books of the Treasury had 
no separate accounts; but all was passed to the cre- 
dit of the Government as specie. Look at the books 
for twenty years, and can you find any thing there 
except what is put down as specie? But the notes 
were not kept at all; and the gentleman’s notion 
that we must have an arinfu! of notes for our cre- 
ditors that come here, and notes that will not at 
once command the specie, is going on the up-hill 
road, and I believe the country cannot be dragged 
into it. And the gentleman asks, will you sell these 
notes for specie? That, he thinks, would be ruin- 
ous, and for bank notes he wil! never sellthem. He 
will have neither specie nor bank notes. What, 
then, willhe do? He comes back to his project at 
this and the last session, of the exclusive use of pa- 
per money by the Government. He will borrow 
neither specie nor bank notes, but will pay out and 
receive Government paper as the exclusive me- 
dium. The Government must have money of its 
own; and, as he says, if there is an emergency, and 
the Government is in want of more means, what is 
it todo? Make more issues of paper. All this he 
told us before, and that the Government is to sus- 
tain it at par, for which the power of the Govern- 
ment is sufficient. By this he cannot mean the par 
of specie, but of something else; for there is no truth 
in the proposition as a general one, that Govern- 
ment credit is better than any other credit. It is 
convertibility which makes bank notes equivalent 
to specie, and it is altogether ideal that, by recciving 
specie-paying bank notes, we disable ourselves 
from paying what is equivalent to specie. 

Sir, l am asked whether I would go the length 
of selling these Treasury notes for money, and then 
whether I would have it in specie. I at once say, 
sell them, and then every body will know that there 
will be a choice only between specie and somethiag 
that will command specie. I say make your ac- 
counts every where in specie or its equivalent. The 
gentleman supposes that we are to withdraw the 
amount of $10,000,000 from the circulation. If 
we should grasp the silver and shut it up in the 
Treasury vaults, that would be altogether injurious, 
and the gentleman, therefore, uses a very good ar- 
gument to-day against what he urged six months 
ago. He now says, if we withdraw so much specie, 
it would cause embarrassment; but what did he 
think of demanding it for revenue? He now says 
that this Treasury note bill is a most necessary 
step for all the banks. Hethen saw no incunve- 
nience in demanding payment in specie; it would 
notembarrass the country, and was the only just 
mode of collecting the revenue. Let our Secreta- 
1y of the Treasury be a man of just and liberal 
policy, addicted to no mere theories, and bound 
Cown by no party dogmas, and he will make the 
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disposition of these notes in the market in a few 
days, disturbing nobody, and giving no occasion 


for these agitations and alarms; itis the continu. | 
ing these Treasury notes, and rejecting the prac- || 


} tice of twenty years for dreams and theories, that 
d « , 


creates all difficulties. 

But the gentleman asks, is not the Government 
to use its own credit? Certainly it should; and it 
is right that, like individuals, it should get money 
and pay its own debts. It should use it now; but 
is it a proper use of Government credit to force it, 
instead of the money, on us creditors? Is it jus- 
tice to tell its creditors, though you preter specie or 
the notes of specie-paying banks, you shall have 
our credit only? Like individuals, the Govern- 
ment should come up to the standard of the coun- 
try; and, if it has not the means to pay its debts, 
then, like individuals, it should raise it by its credit. 
But it has no right to compel the creditor to receive 
its promise to pay, any more than individuals have 
the right to force on their creditors a new promise 
instead of paying what they owe. The gentleman 
calls that using credit, but itis asing power, and not 
a use of credit. 

And now to go back to his example of the three 
farmers, A, B,C. The gentleman supposes that 
the Government authorizes the receipt of the paper 
of C, so that he may make purchases directly of 
Government, which A and B cannot do without en- 
dorsed notes at interest, and he says that this is 
just the case with the banks. I say it is not the 
case, and that every idea of credit involves time 
and convertibility; and if it does not, itis nothing. 
The notes of the bank are money in eflect, and to say 
that their paper is On time, and that there is merely 
an exchange of credit, is what no man can say with 
propriety. Suppose one of your officers in the city 
of New York sells a Treasury note, and he gives 
you a check on one of the banks paying specie, so 
that you can go across the street, and get it if you 
choose, is there any change of credit if you receive 
the notes of the bank, when you can go at once 
and get the specie? It is not an exchange of cre- 


1 


1 
| 


, equa! in the payment of debts to it. 


dit; it is an exchange of credit for money, if you | 


give your note ontime, for specie, or the equivalent 
of specie. This, Mr. Astor, or any other individual 
would do, if he wished to use his credit for what 
would give him an immediate command of specie. 
The terms of the gentleman, therefore, do not 
stand in relation to each other; they are, therefore, 
net justin argument. And there is no analogy be- 
tween the cases to which he has applied them. In 
his case of the three farmers, undoubtedly the Go- 
vernment ought to make no discrimination; and 
they never should in regard to bank notes, except 
on the ground that they are equivalent to specie, 
that they are more convenient, and at the same 
lime equal in value to specie; and if Treasury 
noles were So equivalent to specie, then it might be 
proper to place them on the same ground. 

Mr. W. expressed the hope that the Senate 
would at an early day take into consideration the 
subject relating to the Treasury order. Whatever 
else was done or not done, that he thought ought to 
be rescinded. Some gentlemen thought it had 
done good, but could do so no longer; others thought 
that it had never done any good; bat all concurred 
in the opinion that it ought to exist no longer. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would not notice the 
criticism with which the Senator opened his re- 
marks, as he considered that as intended for 
the gallery. Hehad long noticed that, when hard 
pressed in argument, the Senator always resorted 
to sarcastn or ridicule; and there were few. occa- 
sions in which he more needed their aid than the 
present. He never accused the Senator of saying 
that bank notes should be forced on the public 
creditor by the Government; on the contrary, he 
rested his remarks on the ground assumed by him, 
and which he entirely approved, that it could not, 
in good faith, discharge its debts in any medium 
but gold and silver, which he regarded as a conclu- 
sive argument why it should collect its dues in 
the Jegal currency, ane keep its own funds under 
its own custody, that it might always be in the con- 
dition to preserve its credit. On the contrary, the 
Senator was in favor of receiving the notes of spe- 
cie-paying banks, on the ground that they were 
equivalent to gold and silver. Here lies the delu- 


387 








sion of the Senator. To be equivalent is to be equai 
in all respects; and yet, while the Senator confesses 
that they are not equal in the discharze of the debts 
due from the Government, he holds them to be 
He wouldask 
him why they should be equivalent in the one case 
and not the other, and how the Governinent can 
possibly preserve its faith, if it canaot pay away 
that which it may receive? 

The truth is, that wis a pure fiction to consider 
bank notes as equivalents to specie; and it iily 
becomes him who falls into one so gross to talk of 
the visionary theories of others. 

But the Senator has gone a step farther. He 
says that bank notes are not credit, and do not rest 
on credit! Noteredit! They must then be actual 
Specie, or at least identical with it in every re- 
spect; and to this conclusion he must come to re- 
concile his ccurse with the sentiments he has ex- 
pressed. He would not waste his breath in dispel- 
ling so wild and strange a delusion, which all around 
us proclaim to be the merest phantom. So far 
from being specie, representing specie, or resting 
on specie, or being necessarily converted into spe- 
cie on demand, they are nothing but credit, credit, 
credit, throughout. 

Since the days of the deposite Bank of Amster- 
dam, bank notes never have represented specie. 
The first act vf a bank, even when specie was 
actually paid in, which was rarely the case, was to 
get clear of it, except a small portion, by lending 
it out. The real bank capital, on which they mainly 
did business, was the notes discounted, which rested 
on the credit of the drawers and endorsers, and on 
their credit and solvency depended the credit and 
solvency of the banks. It was, in fact, their cre- 
dit, converted into bank notes, and backed by the Go- 
verumentcredit on which Dank currency rested; and 
yet it is this, which rests on credit, piled on credit, 
and composed in all of its elements of credit, 
which the Senator denies to be credit, and con- 
siders as nothing less than the actual specie itself. 

The Senator seems to think that it is impossible 
to bring and keep Treasury notes at par with gold 
and silver. In reply, he would refer to the fact 
a'ready mentioned. It appeared by the Intelli- 
gencer, now on his table, that they are now at par 
with specie at New York. But he had a much 
stronger fact. The Prussian Government, which 
he regarded as the best administered at present in 
Europe, had a permanent issue of Treasury notes 
of a large amount, which were not only at par with 
specie, but habitually bore a premium; which com- 
pletely refutes the assertion of the Senator. He 
made the statement on unquestionable authority— 
the highly intelligent and respectable representa- 
tive of that Government to ours. There was no 
mysiery about the matter. The Government, in all 
civilized countries, is the great money dealer. 
Its fiscal action pervades the whole community, and 
affects, more or less, every individual in it, and it 
must, of course, create a general demand for what- 
ever itreceives and disburses as money in the ma- 
nagement of its fiscalconcerns. ‘To this oar Go- 
vernment adds the possession of a boundless and 
fertile domain, which is in the course of rapid set- 
tlement, and ihat necessarily creates an extensive 
demand for whatever is received in payment for it, 
It is these demands which will ever keep Treasury 
notes at par value, unless the due proportion be- 
tween demand and supply should be iranscended, 
or bank notes, or some oiher medium other than 
gold aad silver, be permitted to supply their place. 
It is the same relation’ between demand and sup- 
ply, and not their convertibility, which mainly sus- 
tains the value of bank notes. 

The debts due to all banks fairly conducted are 
greater than those due from them, and, of course, 
their demand for their own paper, when the quan- 
tity issued is not excessive, must keep up its value 
so long as their debtors are solvent, as between 
them and the banks it is equal to specie. There is 
this difference between the two: that the demand 
of the Government is far more universal, and may 
be rendered more steady, which gives it a decided 
superiority over the credit of the banks. Thus re- 
garding the two, he did not doubt it was muc» 
safer and wiser {or the Government to use its own 
credit in thecollecticn and distribution of its reve. 
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paper of C. If that were the case, I should say it || 


nue, as far as it might be convenient, or to meet a 
temporary deficiency in the revenue, like the pre- 
sent, than to use bank notes, or resort to a loan. 
Me did not wish to be understood as going further. 

There was no contradiction between his course 
now aud formerly, as the Senator supposed. He 
never doubted that the demand of the Government 
for gold and silver to pay its dues, would more or 
less disturb the process of resumption, but not to 
the extent for which he and others, who thought 
witb him, contended, while he regarded the good 
ww be attained as infinitely outweighing the evil. 

It is not difficult to see, why the advocates of the 
banks should be so much in favor ofa loan. It is 
a very profitable transaction to those institutions 
to exchange credit with Government, and receive 
nearly seven per cent. to boot, getting at the same 
time a better credit than their own. 

Mr. C, concluded in showing that the Senator 
had not met thecase he stated of A, B, and C, which 
Mr. C. restated, and further illustrated; and said 
that he would be glad to hear any one fairly state, 
and attempt to answer it. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he did not wish to resume 
the discussion on the Sub-Treasury, but he would 
way a few words in explanation; and I wish it, said 
he, always to be understood that, when I insisted 
that the Government should pay in specie, I always 
added, “or the equivalent of specie," because spe- 
cie-paying bank notes are equivalentto specie. Un- 
der the resolution of 1816, every thing was passed 
to the credit of the United States as cash. And why 
did we allow the payment of specie-paying bank 
notes? It was for the sake of convenience. But 
it was not said that they would not be subject to 
joss. It was not on account of their absolute secu- 
rity, but of their convenience, that the jont resolu- 
tion of 1816 was adopted. There was danger of 
loss, or at least no absolute security; and the same 
may be said of specie itself, for that may be coun- 
terfeited. My argument was this: that the paper of 
specie-)yaying banks was received ani paid, valuing 
it as aconstant equivalent to specie; and this is 
founded on the fact that specie-paying bank paper 
is the representative of specie, having that which it 
represents always atcommand. The factis known 
to be that the paper of such banks dves pass as spe- 
cie, and thé Government adopted it on that ground, 
and that was all I said. 

2ut Lam glad of one thing: that the gentleman 
does not deny what I said in respect to his being in 
tavor of a Government paper currency; but, on the 
contrary, has confirmed it. If this is not the ten- 
dency of the doctrine of State rights, it is the result 
of the doctrine of him and his friends; all tends to a 
Government paper, a Government bank. Ile has 
said nothing to show that [ misrepresented him in 
this respect. He is for a Government paper, and 
I goagainst it. Iam but for one standard, and that 
is the standard of the community. 

The gentleman says that my argument carries 
contradiction in it. If it is in opposition to any 
other argument of mine, that might be shown. Bat, 
as he was rather indefinite, he may say that itis op- 
posed to my course. [It was opposed to an in- 
ference of Mr. Catnoun.] But what has been my 
course, and what opinion have l ever expressed, or 
what vote have I given, inconsistent with what I 
have expressed to-day? I do not see that Govern- 
ment pays in specie any the less because it uses 
the agency of the banks. For twenty years we 
have paid in specie, or its equivalent, and have 
used the banks as our agents, and we use them 
now. The gentleman says he will have no- 
thing to do with bauk paper. But what says the 
Secretary of the Treasury? Does he not say that 
he will receive bank notes; and has it not been pro- 
claimed as a great meritin the Ad-ninistration that 
they do reeaive them? Does the gentleman su 
pose that specie is now paid on goods imported? | 
nnderstand just the reverse, and that the merchant’s 
check is received for his bond; and this is justly 
considered as equivalent to specie. 
these Treasury notes were sold in New York, the 
merchant would give his check for them. 

The gentleman seems to complain that I did not 
answer his case of A, B,C. It was thus, as ] 
untlersiood it: He sapposed three farmers of equal 
gredit, but the Government says it will receive the 


Therefore, if 
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would be a very foolish and unequal law. But if 
he had put in the case of C that his parer was con- 
vertible, on demand, to specie, and that the paper 
of the other two was not, he would then havea 
parallel case, and it might be an advantage to C to 
give his paper this respectability. But that is not 
the object. The great object of the Government is, 
and ought to be, the accommodation of the public; 
and, if there is an incidental benefit, that can be no 
objection, but a recommendation. But the object 
isto accommodate the public and the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he wished to be dis- 
tinctly understood, that he did not carry his ideas 
of the Government osing its own credit beyond the 
temporary wants of the Treasury, and the conve- 
niest management of its fiscal concerns. 

If he did not censure the Administration for re- 
eciving the notes of specie-paying banks, it was be- 
cause he believed that the laws left no discretion; 
but, with his opinion, if he were the Chief Magis- 
trate, and believed that he had a discretion whether 
to receive such notes or not, he would not permita 
collar of bank paper to be received. There wasa 
heavy responsibility somewhere. We are renew- 
ing our connection with the banks, when it was ad- 
mitted that a shock must again follow at no distant 
day, unless some measure was adopted to prevent it. 
He hoped gentlemen would bring forward their 
plans for preventing it, so that they might be duly 
considered. He, on his part, regarded the separa- 
tion as the most safe and simple that could be 
adopted, and trusted that it would not be surren- 
dered, unless some other more eligible could be de- 
vised, of which, however, he had no hope. 

Mr. PRESTON argued at length against the 
adoption of the bill. He would give his assent in 
no shape or form to the estab! shment of the repu- 
diated and continental system of paper money. He 
should meet the crisis boldly, and not seek to hide 
the matter under the garb of a re-issue of Treasury 
notes. This bankrupt state of the Treasury must 
have been known, or at least foreseen, The sales 
of the public lands had almost entirely ceased; the 
revenue from the customs was dried up. Why, 
then, were the States not called on for the restora- 
tion of the deposites?) He would answer, that the 
people might nut have their eyes opened to scruti- 
nisé the condnct of the present Administration; that 
Administration which had-promised so much in the 
way of trenchment and reform, and done so little’ 
That explained the partiality for Treasury issues, 
that splendid financial operation, which made money 
for the Government by the skill of the engraver; the 
object of which was to conceal from the people 
the state of embarrassment which misrule had 
brought upon them. We were told last session 
that it was a case of great emergency and pressing 
distress. Give us an issue of ten millions, that 
shall be the last you will ever hear of it, and yet 
in the space of a few short months we are called on 
for ten millions more. It would appear that when 
we got out of money, all we had to do was to send 
to New York; a little steel, aud copper, and ink, 
were the only ingredients necessary for the issue, 
as the people had already forgotten the Common- 


wealth paper of the Revolution and the assignats of | 


France. What was the object of all this, but to 
bring the people by degrees to the adoption of a 
Treasury Bank. Mr. P. denied the constitutional 
right of Congress to issue bills of credit, and for so 
high aright as that he would claim the express 
power; we had the right to tax, and to borrow, and 
the enumeration of these powers showed clearly 
that the right to i-sue bills of credit was not 1 the 
grant. Mr. P. then read an amendment which he 
had prepared, calling on the States forthe amount 
of the surplus fund deposited with them, in the pro- 
portions, and at the dates, prescribed by the depo- 
site act; but which, he said, he would not offer at 
the present time. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN opposed the bill on the 
ground that this mode of raising money led to ex- 
\ravagant issues, and therefore ought to be dis- 
eouraged. In three years this Administration, with 
the cry of retrenchment and reform, had spent one 
hundred millions of dollars, and now gave out an 
“emergency.” If this were to continue, and the 
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people called on for ten millions every few months, 
the sooner the Administration was in the bills of 
mortality the better! Nothing could cure it but 
keeping it from the money. Mr. C. continued his 
remarks to some length, and announced his inten- 
tion of voting for the amendment, because the 
more limited the grants of money the better. 

Mr. BROWN, before the question was taken, 
wished to make a few observations; and he promised 
the Senate that he would detain them for a very 
few minutes. But for some remarks which had 
fallen from the two gentlemen who had addressed 
the Senate on the other side, and for some errors in 
point of fact which had escaped them, leaving him 
in no surprise at the conclusions to which they 
had arrived, he would not, at this late period of the 
day, have trespassed on the indulgence of the Se- 
nate. In the first place, the Senator from Maxsa- 
chusetts spoke of the depreciated condition of Trea- 
sury notes, and contrasted them with the notes of 
the banks, greatly to the advantage of the latter. 
One of the arguments of that gentleman, predicated 
on this assumption, was, that Treasury notes should 
not be offered to the creditors of the Government, 
but that they should, at all times, have the option 
of receiving gold and silver, or their equivalents, 
Another honorable gentleman, distinguished in the 
ranks of the Opposition, took occasion the other 
day to say, that the notes of the Government were 
inferior in value to those of the Bank of the United 
States. Now he [Mr. B.] happened to have in his 
possession a statement, which conclusively esta- 
blished thecontrary. He saw in the prices current 
of New York, dated the 15th of this nonth, that 
they had sold at par in the notes of banks which 
were redeemed in specie; and, therefore, they were 
equivalent to specie. 

At the very time that the gentleman uttered the 
remark that the Treasury notes were inferior to 
those of the Bank of the United States, the latter 
were four or five per cent. below par, when the 
former were above, or equal toit. He found, also, 
by the same paper, that in the city of Philadelphia, 
Treasury notes sold at 24 per cent. advance. Now 
there was thot difference between the current notes 
of Philadelphia and specie; and therefore, at that 
place, the Treasury notes were equal tospecie. He 
was astonished at the boldness with which gentle- 
men for some time past had made in their places 
similar declarations. He took the occasion to say 
that these errors and misrepresentations we e of a 
piece with many others that daily went out from 
this body. One of the great objects of a certain po- 
litical party seemed to be to assault and destroy the 
credit and character of the Government of the 
United States; and while they did that, they, in the 
same breath, sought to elevate the credit and chz- 
racter of the Bank of the United States. Such as- 
saults were not only agitust the credit and charac- 
ter of the Government of the United States, but they 
were against the honor and character of the people 
of the United States; for the people and the Go- 
vernment were identified, both in credit and in cha- 
racter; and their pecuniary and political interests 
were indissolubly connected together. Notwith- 
standing the acknowledged truth of this axiom, we 
have heard gentlemen from day to day endeavoring 
to bring down the credit of the Government of their 
country below that of the most corrupt banking 
corporations; and yet they would talk of their pa- 
triotism! Patriotism! Why, 1t was said that the 
Devil could quote scripture, when it suited his pur- 
poses to do so. 


No man was more averse to an extravagant ex 
penditure ef the public money than he was. He 
was one of that school, who believed that a rigid 
and judicious economy, in the management of the 
public finances, was essential to the preservation of 
our institutions in their original purity; and he 
would be the last man to sanction a resort to the 
credit of the Government for the encouragement 
of waste or extravagance. But the Government 


was embarrassed, and that embarrassment was 
brought about not by its ewn acts, but by a great 
moneyed power, acting in concert with a certain 
political party, whose only hopes of success rested 
in destroying the credit of the Government, and 
drying up the resources and commerce of their 
Tt waz one of a series of actions, put 
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jnto operation for several years past, to arrest the 
financial operations of the Government, for 
the purpose of forcing the people into the measures 
of a banking corporation. It was shamelessly 
avowed by its organ, that it was in vain to reason 
with the people, and that they never would be 
brought to their senses until they were brought to 
them by severe distress. Sir, said Mr. B. I believe 
that the great object of that power has been, and 
js, to produce that distress, for the purpose of bring- 
ing the people, as they say, to their senses; or, in 
cther words, to bring them bound hand and foot to 
its footstool. This haughty moneyed power has 
not only carried on its designs against the citizens 
of the country in their pecuniary and commercial 
relations, but now ascends a step higher, and dares 
to wrestle with the Government of the people’s 
choice, striving to arrest its fiscal operations, for 
the purpose of bringing the “stupid” people to 
their senses. Should that object be accomplished, 
then those political prophets who have been exult- 
ing for years in the embarrasements they have 
thrown in the way of the Government, will trium- 
phantly say: ‘‘ Your Government can only get on 
by the aid of a Bank of the United States.” 

Mr. B. here tcok occasion to refer to the 
course of the Federal party during the late war 
with Great Britain, in availing themselves of all the 
means in their power to embarrass the operations 
of the Government, and to bring its arms and its 
credit into disrepute, by refusing necessary sup- 
plies, which he likened to the course of the Oppo- 
sition at this time, reckless of the honor and inte- 
rests of their country, and willing to sacrifice all 
in the eager pursuit of political power. What 
was the course of the Federalists, he asked, in that 
war? During its whole continuance they were 
constantly endeavoring to harrass the Government, 
to cripple its rescurces, discredit its arms, and to 
bring it to propese an inglorious peace ; but 
peopie, whom they now profess to be so anxious 
to bring to their senses, were not quite so lost to 
national honor as to sustain them; but, with patri- 
otic devotion, they stood by their country, as he 
trusted and believed that they would now, and 
that country came out of the contest with in- 
creased strength and renovated glory. He could 
not but admire the patriotic and noble senti- 
ment which was uttered by one of our gal- 
lant defenders daring that memorable con- 
test. “I am for my country,” said he, “right 
or wrong.” Le had no difficulty in believ- 
ing that there was a systematic endeavor to pros- 
trate the credit of the country, and to bring it to 
the feet of a great political party and a great mo- 
neyed corporation, as was then, by the same means, 
atiempted to bring it to the feet of a fo.cign power. 
In this posture of affairs, he was, like the gallant 
officer whose language he had quoted, for sustain- 
ing his country at all hazards; he would say, “ mil- 
lions for defenee, but not a cent for tribute.’ He 
had heard it proclaimed, in the course of this de- 
bate, that the Government of the United States was 
bankrupt and insolvent. It mortified him more 
than he had language to express, to hear such sen- 
timents as these utiered by an American statesman. 
What! this Government, richer, and in better con- 
dition in its fiscal resources, than any Government on 
earth, bankrupt! The idea, absurd and ridiculous 
as it was, was calculated to disgrace us abroad. It 
was an insult, not on the Administration, but on the 
country at large—on the whole people of the United 
States. To say that this Government, which but re- 
represents the wealth and intelligence of the people of 
the United Siaies, and in which great concern they are 
the stockholders, is bankrupt, was an assault on the 
nauonal credit and character. If the merest petti- 
fogger in the humblest county court in the Union 
were to get up and make the assertion, in a legal 
argument, that the wealthiest citizen of the county 
was insvlvent, because he could not pay every dol- 
lar he owed ata moment’s warning, he would be 
scouted at. He knew that honorable gentlemen, 
who had read something of the law-merchant in 
Blackstone’s Commentaries, unlike statesmen of 
enlarged and liberal views, endeavored to assimi- 
late this Government to a bankrupt, technically 
made so, by force of law. But the merest pettifog- 
ger in our courts would be scouted for drawing 


such a parallel. THe had asserted that there was no 
Government in the world whose fiscal resources 
were in so good a condition as those of the United 
States. Let gentlemen ijook to England—one of 
the freest Governments, in their estimation, in 
Europe. That Government, so lauded by the Op- 
position for its paper system and freedom, had her 
thousand millions of pubiic debt; while we, who 
merely contemplated a loan of only ten millions, 
were taunted with being bankrupt. If gentlemen 
were disposed to go into figures and calculations, 
let us see how matters stood with the Administra- 
tion which preceded the late one, and which 
was expelled from power by the people’s voice, 
The national debt, under that Administraiion, was 
forty or fifty millions, though they did not create it. 
The national debt under this and the act of October 
could not exceed ten millions altogether, and if the 
Government had its available means, it could at 
once pay it off. But the Government had been 
deprived of its resources, by the votes of the very 
gentlemen who now taunt it with bankruptcy, and 
they were, therefore, bound, by every moral and 
political principle, to provide for the deficiency. In 
the first place, they voted for the Distribution act, 
with others, which was the principal cause which 
occasioned the present wants of the Treasury. He 
himself had approved it, believing it to be 
his duty to restore to the people what had 
been taken from them by unjust taxation; 
but gentlemen in the Oppositicn voted for it, who 
were governed by no such motives; for they had 
fastened on the country that odious system of tax- 
ation, by means of which the surplus had accu 
mulated. Gentlemen in the Opposition also voted 
with the driends of the Administration, to relieve 
the merchants who were suffering under the eflects 
of the explosion, by an extension of their duty 
bonds, thus placing three or four miliions mere ont 
of the Treasury; and by voting to relieve the banks, 
by giving them along credit on the Government 
money they had so lawlessly detained, they placed 
out of the Treasury near six millions more. Tius 
gentlemen, by whose votes near forty millions have 
been put out of the Treasury, now contend that the 
Government is bankrupt! He contended that every 
moral obligation, every principle of justice and pa- 
triotism, demanded of these gentlemen to supply 
the Government which they had stripped of its re- 
sources. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
Prestox] askei why they did not establish a sys- 
tem of direct taxation? and why not call upon tie 
States to refund the money that had been deposited 
with them? If the gentleman was so solicitous for 
these measures, why did he not propose them him- 
self? Why not propose a measure for the appoint- 
ment of a host of officers to collect the direct taxes? 
Did not the gentleman profess the greatest reverence 
and respect for economy? And what ¢:onomy 
could there be in collecting direct taxes? He be- 
lieved that the ablest financiersestimated that, by the 
best mode that could bedevised of collecting direct 
taxes, the expense would not be less than 25 per 
cent.; while the expense of supplying the Treasury 
in the mode proposed, would be very inconsidera- 
ble. Was the gentleman prepared for calling on 
the States for the money deposited with them under 
the distribution act, or was his project merely held 
out ad captandum? If he was in earnest, let him 
bring forward his propesition? 

But it seemed that the Senator from Sc uth Ca- 
rolina (Mr. Preston] had made a new discovery. 
He had discovered that the measure now proposed 
was unconstitutional; that the Government had no 
right to make use of its credit by an issue of Trea- 
sury notes. This he asserted in the face of the 
long continued practice of the Government during 
the last war; and in the very face of the Constitu- 
tion itself, which gave Congress the power to bor- 
row money, and tbe power to punish the counter- 
feiting of the securities of the United States. But 
he would give the gentleman, in answer to his ob- 
jections, his own argument, and he wanted no bet- 
ter for the purpose. The gentleman strenuously 
insisted that, if the Government was in want of 
money, it shoukl raise it by a loan, instead of by 
the means provided in this bill whieh he deemed so 
objectionable; and in the very next breath he told 
us that the issuing these Treasury notes would be 


— 
an al 


“a loan to allintents and purposes.” Now, sir, said 
Mr. B. if it rs a loan to all intents and purposes, 
that is a conclusive answer to the gentleman's ob- 
jechions. 

It had often been asserted that there had been ne 
parallel to this case of the Government borrowing 
money during a time of profound peace. This 
was an error, like others used in the heat of argu- 
ment; but it was easy, by historical reference, to 
refute it. The Government, during the adminis- 
ration of Mr. Monroe, called for a loan of five 
millions, which was granted; and, as it was taken 
by the Bank of the United States, it was doubtless 
looked upon as a sound and judicious financial! 
measure; but now that the money wanted is to be 
raised on the credit of the Government, independent 
of the banks, it is looked upon as waste and exira- 
vagance, and unconstitutional. In reply to Mr. 
CriItTENDEN, Mr. B. denied that the bill would 
cause the issue of a greater amount of Treasury 
notes than the ten millions authorized by the act 
of October last, six millions of which have been 
redeemed and cancelled; and, in point of fact, it 
was a loan asked for by the Government to the 
amount of ten millions, only to supply the place of 
such of the notes issued under the act of October 
last as have been, or shall be, taken in and can- 
ceiled by the Government. The debt, therefore, 
would not be increased beyond that sum to the 
amount of a dollar by this act. The bill authorized 
but a mere reissue of notes which was not autho- 
rized by thatact. He had heard a great deal said 
about the waste and extravagance of the Adminis- 
tration; and he confessed that, with the knowledge 
he possessed of the votes of the different political 
parties in this body, he could not hear it without 
some degree of astonishment. Who, he asked, 
were constantly found voting for the most wild and 
extravagapt appropriations} Surely gentlemen re- 
membered to forget the history of their own course 
on these sabjects, who now denounced the very 
extravagance that they themselves had been mainly 
instr mental in producing. . 

Mr. B. said that the journals of both houses of 
Congress might be very safely appealed to, as 
showing that the opposition to President Jackson’s 
administration had almost uniformly favored a 
profuse and extravagant expenditure of the public 
money. When he had tirst taken his seat io that 
body, which was at the first session.of Congress 
after the late President came into office, he 
had found the Opposition, which was mainly 
composed of the old American System party, 
almost uniformly urging and voting for the 
most wasteful appropriations of the public money. 
There was no system of pensioning, however great 
the charge which it was likely to bring on the 
Treasury, that did not, in the main, meet their fa- 
vor and support. There was no object of internal 
improvement, however improper and unconstitu- 
tional, that did not find from them a warm sympa- 
thy and ready advocacy. They were, in the main, 
as a party, the snpporters of the great project for 
a national road from Buffalo to New Orleans, the 
cost of which was estimated at from fifteen to 
twenty millions of dollars. It was this profuse 
system of extravagance, which at that day found 
so much favor with the Opposition, that led to the 
memorable veto of President Jackson, on the ocea- 
sion of the Maysville road bill; at which time bills 
were pending before Congress for various projects 
of internal improvement, the estimated cost of 
which was largely upwards of one hundred mil- 
lions, and which were mostly arrested by that me- 
morable decision of the President, and the publie 
Treasury saved from a system of the most waate- 
ful prodigality. Who did not recollect, at that 
day, that the Administration of the late President 
was charged with a ruinous and parsimonious poli- 
cy in regard to internal improvements? And why? 
Because the policy of the American System party 
required extravagant expenditures of the pabiie 
money to keep up and sustain their favorite mea- 
sure of high duties. It was true, that when some 
surplas had began to accunulate in the Treasury, 
and a plan for distribution among the States had been 
tormed, the language of economy had sometimes 
been heard from that quarter. It was a much 
more rapid and expeditious way of operating on pub- 
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lie e pinion, to act enentire States, than by the slower 
and more detailed plan of acting on sections, by 
granting them appropriations for roads, rivers, &c. 
Henee this change, in his opinion, in the plan of 
the Opposition and American System party. He 
attributed it 1@ no motives of economy on their 
part, for that was a principle somewhat alien to 
their policy, but to a design to use the very funds 
of the Government to break down those in power, 
by professing to hold out more of liberality to- 
wards the States. In this point of view he had al- 
ways regarded the possession of a surplus more as 
a source of weakness than of patronage to those 
in power. By the dexterous use which the Oppo- 
sition had been disposed to make use of it, it had 
been in reality turned against the Administration, 
and had been a source of patronage to those out 
of power, to aid their designs in obtaining power. 

Mr. B. said, therefore, on a review of the whole 
course and policy of the two great political parties 
in this country, that no impartial mind could fail 
to arrive at the conclusion, that the policy of the 
late and present Admiuaistration had, by favoring 
a reduction of duties, and restricting appropria- 
tions for internal improvements, greatly promoted 
economy in the public expenditures, in comparison 
with the system of extravagance which would have 
prevailed if the policy of the Opposition had sue- 
ceeded. It was not for those who had introduced 
and established an exorbitant system of duties and 
taxes, by which large and unnecessary sums were 
brought into the Treasury, to reproach others with 
extravagance. The sin was in having unnecessa- 
rily raised this money from th- people; that was 
the mischief of which the public mostly complain- 
ed; that was the real source of extravagance, and 
the great stimulus to it, no matler by what party 
committed, andits authors would be held accounta- 
ble by the American people for all the conse- 
qnences. Who they were, and to what party they 
mainly belonged, was matter of history. They had 
done more to injure the purity and simplicity of 
our Government than any other and every other 
party which had heretofore: sprung up in this 
country. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that, holding as he did 
the particular position in reference to this bill, he 
was yet bound, out of respect to the body, and his 
anxiety for a speedy decision, to deny himself the 
privilege of replying to the many misrepresenta- 
uons of the gentlemen on the other side. He had 
vet hopes that the question would be taken this 
ever ing, and in that hope he would refrain from 
comuming the time of the Senate by answering 
either of the gentlemen who had spoken against 
the Dill. It was not necessary to take up the time 
of the Senate by answering all the misrepresenta- 
tions which had been made. Some of them were 
well understood, and would be easily corrected. 
For instance, we have been told, said he, that ten 
millions of debt were contracted by the bill of the 
ext session, and that ten millions more were 
askei for now. Now every gentleman knew that 
ten millions could not be exceeded, and that not 
one dollar of Treasury notes could be issued under 
this bill, except to supply the place of a note that 
had been redeemed and cancelled. With reference 
to the amendment proposing to reduce the issue of 
Freasury notes to two millions, he would observe 
tae! there were the expenditures under the General 
Ap vopriation and Navy bills to be provided for 
and, in addition to that, a bill to meet the expense, 
ef te Florida war, must soon be expected here; 
ar? rom information they had, at least two mil- 
licts had been expended on that object alone, and 
thet drafts to a large amount for hat service were 
waiting here forthe necessary appropriation tu pay 
thers. Could it, then, be expected that two mil- 
lion: wou'd be enough? 

After some remarks from Messrs. WEUSTER 
ané CLAY, 

Mr. BENTON rose for the purpose 0 answering 
the nestion how the Treasury came to be at pre- 
een. cutofmorey. He should be able to answer 
thet question out of the book, and in such a way 
that there should not be a man, woman, or c}i)! 
ia the country but would be able to understand «1. 
Wt was because the Congress of 1836 disiribated 
emong the States not only the surplus, but nine 














millions of appropriated moneys. [Mr. B. here 
read the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
showing this fact.] 

By the act of Congress of 1795, every appro- 
priation made by Congress must remain two years 
to be applied to the object for which it was appro- 
priated, and then, if net applied for, it was to go 
into the surplus fund. Every human being knew 
that money appropriated could not be expended in 
a day. Now, when the bill of 1836 was passed, this 
policy of the Government, established by the law 
of °95, was violated, and it took all the money 
in the Treasury on a certain day, whether it 
was appropriated or not. The distribution law was 
peremptory on that head, and divided the money, 
not that which remained after answering the ap- 
propriations, bat that which was in the Treasury 
on the first of January. The stave-off policy was 
pursned then, as now, and it was mid-summer be- 
fore the appropriation bill was passed, and there- 
fore, as he stated, there was a recapture of the ap- 
propriations. Yes, sir; by this bill the appropria- 
tions were recaptured on the last day of December. 
He denounced the recapture at the time, and at 
the ensuing session, when the report of the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury, showirg that $9,646,000 
had been recaptured, he called for the ob- 
jects for which the appropriations thus re- 
captured had been made, and a detailed state- 
ment was made by the Secretary exp!aining them. 
These facts were known to every gentleman here, 
notwithstanding itis represented to the people that 
the Treasury is destitute in consequence of extrava- 
gance. If hehad known that these statements would 
have been made, he would have provided himself 
with the document, and shown the portion of these 
appropriations that had ‘been recaptured. These 
Treasury notes were now wanted to pay for them. 
He took his stand, [Mr. B. said] with five or six 
others, against this Distribution bill, and he now 
congratulated himself that he had done so. The 
consequences resulting from this bill had shown 
that he was right. He said atthe time that it was 
an illusion; that there was no money; that it was 
all bank credits, that would vanish into nothing as 
soon as the banks were called upon. He remem- 
bered a former occasion, when all this song of a 
surplus was sung in the same key, and ended very 
much in the same manner. When he came into 
Congress, in Mr. Monroe’s time, we had an income 
of forty millions, and a surplus of nine mil- 
lions, and in the next year there was not a dol- 
lar—no recapture. In the first year he was 
here, eight millions were borrowed, and that 
too within a year after Mr. Monroe had called 
on Congress to know what to do with the surplus. 
He had risen to answer the question why the Trea- 
sury was out of money, and he had answered that 
it was because of the recapture of $9,646,000 by 
the distribution act. Another reason was that the 
banks had suspended payment with the money of 
the Government in their vaults, and Congress had 
given time to pay itin. They had also extended 
credit to the merchants on the duty bonds due by 
them—thus laying out of six millions of dollars; 
anether reason was because they had divided 
twenty-eight millions among the States, and it was 
in vain to bamboozle the p»blic with any other 
reasons, 

Mr. TALLMADGE recol!ected the word “ bam- 
boozled.”” It had been quoted by the Senator as 
often in 1836 as to-day, and was a kind of catch 
phrase used for political effect. Mr. T. contended 
that if the deposite law had gone into operation as 
originally intended, all the present disasters would 
have been avoided. The Senator from Missouri 
has told us that he was prou.l he was one of the six 
that had stood up against that measure, and that he 
had warned gentlemen at the time it wou!d destroy 
the banks. It so happened that two of the cashiers 
of banks of New York hed told him to take the 
money out of their hands, and deposite it with the 
States, and that conversation was what induced 
hin to make a proposition to that effect. It was 
well known the President sai! he would veto such 
n bill; and with this threat of the veto over ou- 
heads, the bill was not passe as originally drafted. 
It it had, we should now have had any money that 
we might have wanted, had i: not been for Execu- 





tive interference. Mr. T. said, if this act had not 
been passed, which arrested the eight or nine mil- 
lions that the Senator spoke of, where would the 
gentiemen now have been if his magnificent 
schemes of fortifications had been carried out? If 
the report sent in by Secretary Cass had not had the 
effect to arrest this extravagant appropriation, in- 
stead of now being calied on for ten millions, we 
sheuld be required to give twenty orthirty millions. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he did not understand 
how this nine millions was recaptured. 

Mr. BENTON. Here take the book and read it. 

After some remarks from Mr. CRITTENDEN, 

Mr. BENTON said he meant to speak out of 
the book, inasmuch as the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Tattmapce,] had denied that the dis- 
tribution act had contributed to the suspension of 
the banks, and gave as his authority information 
derived from gentlemen who were directors of two 
of the New York banks. Now he had a report 
made by Mr. Albert Gallatin and others at a con- 
vention of the city of New York banks, and as 
that report was made for all of them, the two 
banks alluded to by the Senator must have been of 
the number. The report was made before a meet- 
ing of all the banks of the city, and approved of 
by the whole of them. Mr. B. here read extracts 
from the report, in which it is asserted that the im- 
mediate cause which compelled the banks of New 
York to suspend specie payments were well known 
—they were the simultaneous withdrawal o1' the 
public deposites, ete. 

{After reading a few extracts, Mr. B. continued. ] 
Now here was an enumeration of the causes 
which produced a stoppag: of the New York banks. 
Four causes were given; and «ne of them was the 
simultaneous withdrawal of the public deposites, 
etc. Now what caused the withdrawal of the pub- 
lic deposites? It was caused by the cistribution act, 
and not by the Secretary of the Treasary; and the 
report adopted at a meeting of all the banks, as- 
signed this as the first cause. This is what he as- 
serted; and he was supported in the assertion by all 
the banks of New York. None of the extravagant 
appropriations were mentioned in the report of the 
New York banks, His fortification bill was not 
mentiened; and even the Specie Circular was not 
thought of. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that the necessity of pass- 
ing the Deposite act of 1836 was so imperious, and 
its benefit so manifest, that it required but little to 
be said in its vindication. Such was the urgency, 
that it is well known many who were disinclined 
to the measure felt compelled to give it their reluc- 
tant support, as the only possible means of extri- 
cating the country from overwhelming difficulties, 
and of saving any portion of the immense surplus 
that had accumuiated in the Treasury, and which 
was still daily augmenting. If there had been no 
other argument in its favor, the one which is so 
clearly s‘ated and forcibly urged in the late report 
of the Finance Commitiee on the resolutions of the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] was all-suffi- 
cient. That document clearly proves, as was urged 
at the time, that a vicious circle had been formed 
from the deposite banks to the speculators in lands, 
and from them to the land offices, and thence again 
to the banks; by which millions on millions of the 
choicest portions of the public domain were, at 
every revolution, passed from the people to the 
speculators for worthless bank notes. Every time 
the wheel went round, the surplus was increased, 
and the capacity for another and more sweep.ng re- 
volution augmented in the same proportion. The 
Deposite act, by withdrawing the funds from the 
hanks, and placing them in the safe-keeping of the 
States, cut and destroyed this circle, and broke 
down the speculation; which, if it had continued 
another year unchecked, would have transferred 
most of the public lands worth having from the Go- 
vernment to those whom the banks might choose to 
designate. Itdid more: it saved the Jarge amount 
wich was withdrawn from the banks, and safely 
deposited with the States; much of which, without 
it, must necessarily have been lost. 

But we are told that the withdrawal of the funds 
from the banks was the cause of th> suspension of 
specie payment. That the manner in which it was 


done accelerated that event, he dic not doubt; but it 
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was idle and preposterous to suppose that the sus- 

nsion would not have taken place without it. 

he approximate cause of that was the indebted- 
ness of the banks beyond their means of payment; 
and the withdrawal of the deposites, so far from 
contributing to its increase, was the most effectual 
measure that could be devised to arrest its further 

rogress. Had the act not been passed, the indebt- 
edness would have been vastly increased, and the 
explosions and loss to the country and the Govern- 
ment proportionably severe. As it could not be 
averted, the sonner it came the better; and admit- 
ting the act accelerated the event, it may fairly be 
set down as one of its benefits. 

But we are also told that it is the cause of the 
present embarrassment of the Treasury, and that if 
we could command the deposites with the States, 
we should have ample means. That is true; but 
he did not regard it anevil. It is, on the contrary, 
a great good, and one intended by the passage of 
the act. Inthe midst of the vast profusion of 
means, which the now expiring protective tariff 
poured into the Treasury, the Government had lost 
all conception of economy and accountability. A 
habit of profusion and extravagance had grown up 
utterly inconsistent with republican simplicity and 
virtue, and which was rapidly sapping the founda- 
tion of our Government. 

He foresaw the evil, and recommended, some 
years since, in a report on Executive patronage, 
the measure now complained of, as the only ef- 
fectual remedy for the great and growing danger. 
He then saw clearly that nothing could reach the 
evil, but the withdrawal of the surplus revenue, 
which could only be effected by placing it in the 
custody of the States. This the deposite act did, 
and its operation now begins totell. The Govern- 
ment can no longer indulge in boundless extrava- 
gance. It must economise. Necessity forces it. 
He rejoiced at the fact. Nothing short of it could 
bring it to its senses. He exempted neither party 
from censure. Both, with some exceptions, are 
equally to blame. 

Among those who had resisted extravagant ap- 
propriations, he had constantly stood ; and he now 
gave notice, that he would support no party that 
did not make economy and accountability a lead- 
ing article in their creed and practice. They were 
essential to the preservation of free institutions. 
He regarded fifteen millions annually as ample for 
the support of the Government, under ordinary 
circumstances. He believed, indeed, that it might 
be well administered for three millions less, allow- 
ing for the navy five or six millions annually. Mr. 
Monroe’s administration, which was charged with 
extravagance, did not average more than ten, de- 
ducting the payment on the national debt, although 
the pensions then were nearly as great as at pre- 
sent. 

Mr. C. said that his colleague had made an 
objection against the ecnstitutionality of this bill, 
which he deemed proper to notice. It was a rule 
with him, where the Constitution is supposed to be 
involved, to bestow his serious consideration before 
he acted; and, if he saw reasons to doubt, not to 
give his assent. He had complied with the rule 
in this case, and the result was a clear conviction 
that the bill was constitutiona!. The right had 
been exercised from the commencement of the 
Government without being before questioned; and, 
according to his conception, came within the 
powers expressly granted to Congress to borrow 
money, which meant neither more nor Jess than to 
raise supplies on the public credit. Interest was 
not essential to borrow:ng; and it would be ridicu- 
lous to suppose that the framers of the Constitution 
intended to authorize the raising of supplies with 
interest, and to prohibit it without it. But we are 
told that Treasury notes are bills of credit, and that 
the Constitution does not authorize Congress to 
issue bills of credit. He didnot deem it necessary 
to go into a formal discussion on either point. He 
denied that they were bills of credit in any proper 
sense of those terms. They were intended to raise 
supplies to meet a temporary deficit in the Trea- 
sury, and Were, in fact, nothing more than means 
of anticipating the revenue. 

But he would not pursue the argument. He 
would bring it to a short and decisive issue with his 
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colleague. His colleague is the strenuous advo- 
cate of the joint resolution of 1816, which authorizes 
the collection of the public dues in the notes of the 
specie-paying banks, and has no scruples as to the 
right of collecting in the notes of banks that do not 
pay specic, Now, no one will deny that to autho- 
rize the receipt of bank notes in the dues of the 
Government, is virtually to endorse on each note 
that it shall be received in the public dues; or that, || 
if the Government had the right to do the one, it 

had the rightto do the other. Nor will it be 

dsnied, that if the Government has the right to 

write on the back of a bank note, that it will be 

received in the public dues, it has an equal right to || 
write the same on a blank piece of paper, or, which i 
is the same thing, to make a Treasury note. The || 
truth is, that to authorize bank notes to be received 
in the public dues, is neither more nor less than to 
make them, to that extent, Treasury notes, and is, 
pro tanto, as much the making and issuing such 
notes as if done on a separate piece of paper. If 
the one be unconstitutional, the other is clearly so. 
Now, he would make this bargain with his col- 
league and other advocates of the connection w:th 
the banks: if they will give up the use of bank 
paper by the Government, he would give up the 
use of Treasury notes; and if they will deny the 
constitutionality of receiving bank notes, he would 
not insist on the constitutionality of ‘Treasury notes; 
and, in so doing, he should make a very good bar- 
gain forthe country. But he was utterly unwilling 
to admit a construction which, while it denied to the | 
Government the use of its own credit, would give | 
the monopoly of it to the banks. | 

After some remarks from Messrs. PRESTON 
and TALLMADGE, the question was taken on 
Mr. Wesster’s amendment, and it was rejected— 
yeas 16, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and White— 
16. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

After some further remarks from Mr. PRES- 
TON, 

Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays on the 
question of engrossment, which were accordingly 
ordered; and 

The question was then taken, and the bil! was 
ordered to a third reading—yeas 27, nays 13, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robin- 
son, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, || 
Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Merrick, Preston, | 
Robbins, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and || 
White—13. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


| 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | 
Satvapay, May 19, 1838. 

The Hon. LINN BANKS, member elect from | 
the State of Virginia, in the place of Mr. Patron | 
appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 
Mr. ALLEN of Ohio asked leave tv submit a | 
resolution for a post route. 
Mr. CRAIG had not the slightest objection to the || 
zentleman’s resolution, but he must object to its 
putting aside other business, unless he and others 
could have a similar indulgence. 1] 
Mr. CAMBRELENG laid before the House a |) 
communication from the Acting Secretary of War, | 
inclosing several communications from the Acting || 
Quartermaster General, showing the pressing want 
of the appropriation for preventing and suppressing | 
Indian hostilities, ia order to carry on with efficien- | 
cy the military operations concerted, and those now | 
in ptogtess. Among these wasa letter from the 
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Acting Quartermasier General, under date of 
April 25th, 1838, which says: 
“IT have not been able to make a single remit- 















tance of any consequence for the suppression of In- Bye; 
dian hostilities for the last ten weeks, though the ex- Y ii 
penditures through this department have heretofore ae 
averaged full three hundred thousand dollars.” ay 

Another letter frum the same officer, dated May ee 
15.h, 1838, says: “* 1 regret very much that it was Re 


deemed advisable to propose the appropriation in 
the same minute detail, which was attempted in 
the estimate, instead of embracing all the objects 
of supply, and services due from the Quarter- 
master’s Department, in the same amount, under 
one general head, while I am quite sure that the 
aggregate called for is not more than will be re- 
quired. Some of the items will, no doubt, fall 
short, and others exceeds the wants of the service, 
since it is impossible to estimate the expenditures 
for armies engaged in active operations in the 
field, under each separate head, with sufficient ac- 
curacy for detailed appropriations. In that enact- 
ment, inconvenience will be experienced, unless 
power be vested in the Executive to transfer from 
One item to another, which I wounid respecifully 
suggest, if the present form of the bill be re- 
tained. I would also suggest the following modifi- 
cations of the several items, without affecting the 
aggregate amount. 





Ist. For forage, say - - . $400,000 
2d. For freight, or transportation, of 
supplies, to the places of operation - 350,000 
3d. For wagons, carts, &c. - 150,000 
4th. For transportation of supplies from 
the depots to the points of consumption 700,000 : 


oth. For hire of meehanics, laborers, 
drivers, &c. 
6th. For transportation, 
teers 


‘s 250,000 
&c. of volun- 


100,000 








7th. For miscellaneous and contingent 4 : 
charges - - - - - . 750,000 fe: 
8th. For drafts and arrearages - 1,048,600 Be 
Total, corresponding with the estimate 5; : 
of 17th March, and the bill No. 676 of mt, 
the House of Representatives - - $3,748,600 i. 
Mr. CRARY, from the Committee en Indian iit 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report in the case of i 
Co!. John Lowry. . 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Buildings, renewed his request to the House 
to act upon the Treasury building bill on Monday 
next, at two o'clock, and madea motion to that 
effect. 

Mr. YELL and Mr. CAMBRELENG simul- 
taneously asked forthe yeas and nafs, which, being 
Ordered, were, yeas 67, nays 77; and so the reso- 
lution was again rejected. 

Mr. JOUNSON of Louisiana, on Jeave, pre- 
sented a petition. 


Mr. RUSSELL again asked leave to offer the 
resolution, presented to the Llouse on Thursday, to 
repeal the small note restriction, 


Objection being made, Mr. R. moved a suspen- 
sien of the rules, and asied for the yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were, yeas 51, nays 101, as 
follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Aycrigg, Pond, Borden, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, 
Crockett, Davies, Dunn, Everett, Evans, Ewiwe, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Goode, Mall, Harlan, Henry, Lincoln, Max- 
weil, Mitchell, Noyes, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, 
Sibley, Slade, Souchgate, Stone, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Albert 8S. White, John White, Elisha Whiulesey, Lewis. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yorke—51 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Joho W. Allen, An- 
drews, Atherion, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Boon, Ba- 
chanan, Cambrelsng, Casey, Crapman, Cleveland. Clowney, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary. Cushing, Cushman, Darling:on, 
Dawson, Davee. Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Farrington, Pair: 
field, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Gallup, James Garland, Wil- 
liam Grahain, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Wolk, Hopkins, Howard, William 
HW. Hunter, Incham, T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kilgore, Kling- 
ensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, James M. Mason, Samson 
Mason, Martin, Maury, McKay, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
McKennan, Men+fee, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Martay, Naylor, Pennybacker, Peitikin, Phelpe, Potter, Pren- 
tiss, Reily, Rives, Robertson, Sieffer. Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Wagener, Webeter, 
Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jarud W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Yeil—-101. 


So the House refused to suspend the rales, 
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REC {SION OF THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON then made a similar motion to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution to re- 
seind the Specie Circular; and, for the first time, 
he said, asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. B. explained, in order that the House might 
yote understanding|y, that it was not his intention 
to press the resolution of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Wittiams, to instruct the Committee 
of Ways and Means to bring in a bill on the sub- 
ject,) but to present his own (a joint one and di- 
rect) asa substituie. (Mr. Wittiams stated, some 
days ago, that he would accept Mr. Boon’s, as a 
modification of his own, should the rules be sus- 
pended. } 

On the motion to suspend the rules the vote was 
108 to 63, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrsa. Adama, Alexander, Heman A'len, J. W. Al- 
len, Aycriga, Bell, Bond ih on, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Bu- 
chanan, William B. Calhoun, John Calvoon, Joha € ampbell, 
William B. Carter, Casey, Cheatham, Childs, Ciark, Cleve 
land, Coffin, Corwin, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 


ing, Dariington, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Fill- 
more, Foster, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Geode, 


Willian, Graham, Grandard, Graves, Griffin, Haley, Hail, 
Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Henry, Herod, R. M. T Hunter, 
Javez Jackson, William Cost Johnson, Kilgore, Legare, Lin- 


coin, Mn irvin, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, 
Maxwel!, McKennan, Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgome- 
ry, Morgen, Calvary Mortis, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Pat- 
terson, Pierce, Pope, Potts, Raridea, Randolph, Rencher, 
Rid sway, Robertson, Kumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H 
Bhepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Siuart, 
Rione, Siratton, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Un derwood, 
A. & Whe, John White, Elisha Whittiesey, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jus. L. Wil- 
liama, Wiee, Yell, and Yorke— 108 

NAYS—Messre. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Brodhead, Cambreleng, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Dromgoole, Dun. 
can, Elmore, Farrington, Fairtield, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Ham- 
mond, Hawkina, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, William H. 


Hunter, Incham, Thomas B. Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Martin, 
McKay Abrahan McClellan, MeClare, Murray, Pennybacker 
Petrikin, Phelps, Potter. Prentiss, Riley, Rives, Sawyer, Shef.- 


fer, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, 
Th nas, Tou ey, 
Williams —63 


REPORT ON COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
commerce and navigation, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, moved to print 
10,000 extra copies. 

Mr. HARLAN hoped the gentleman would limit 
the number to 5,000, which he thought amply 
sufficient. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY replied that 10,000 was 
the usual number heretofore printed, and added 
that he knew of no document of more general inte- 
rest or intrinsic value, as well to the West as the 
East. 

Mr. ADAMS said he supposed the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Hartan] was in the predica- 
ment of a certain King of Bohemia, who complain- 
ed that he had no veaports in his dominions, and, 
therefore, that he [Mr. H.] could not app reciate 
the vast importance of this document, which, to the 
people of the Atlantic States, was of very great im- 
portance. Mr. A. hoped, therefore, that the mo- 
tion for 10,000 would prevail. 

The motion did prevail, and 10,000 copies ac- 
cordingly ordered to be printed. 

The “bill to establish a pension agency at 
McMinville, in the State of Tennessee,” was taken 
up on its passage. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD begged leave to inquire 
of some gentlemen from Tennessee, how many 
agencies they had there already; for, as Kentucky 
had but one, and could not succeed in establis shing 
another, he must see the absolute necessity of an 
additional one for Tennessee, before he could vote 
for it. 

Mr. McKAY inquired further, if the chairman 
of the Revolutionary Committee intended to call 
up the bil! to provide for compensating pension 
agents; because, if so, Mr. M’K. should be un- 
willingly to act upon this bill at present. 

Mr. MORGAN, in reply to the question by Mr. 
McKay, said it was his intention to call up the 
bill at 2 suitable time, and to insist on its passage. 
In the mean time, hewever, it could do no harm to 
pass this bill; it would add nothing to the present 
expense of paying the pensioners in Tennessee, as 
the bill expressly provides that the ageney at 


Tabalerro, Taylor, 
Turney, Wagener, Webster, and Jared W. 
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MeMinnville should be established only in the 
event that it conld be done without expense to the 
United States. In reply to his friend from Ken- 
tucky, he would say, that the fact of Kentucky 
having but one pension agency, and Tennessee 
having more, did not argue, that if he would send 
the committee a resolution of instruction that 
the committee wonld not act favorably upon it, 
but the contrary. Let the gentleman try it, and 
he shall have a fair investigation. 

Mr. SHIELDS responded to Mr. Unperwoop’s 
question, by stating the necessity of establishing an 
agency at this point. 

Mr. TURNEY advocated the bill. It had the 
unanimous concurrence of the Tennessee delega- 
tion, and added nothing to the expenses of the Go- 
vernment. Moreover, if the compensation bill 
should pass, it would not augment those expenses, 
because that bill proposed a per centum on the 
amount paid out at each agency. 

Mr. MAXWELL should vote against it on the 
ground that there was a general law, conferring the 
power of appointing agencies on the proper depart- 
ment; and, if it was needed, that duty could be 
performed. 

The vote on the passage of the bill was 44 to 89: 
so it was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of the administrator of 
Wharton Quarles, deceased, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Jordan, deceased, late a Captain in the 
Continental line of artificers wastaken up on its pas- 
sage, and was opp’sed by Mr. ALten of Vermont, 
who went with much minuteness and historical de- 
tail into the question, and was sustained by Mr. 
Unperwoop, the main point in issue being whether 
an officer of the corps of artificers shou'd be con- 
sidered as an officer of the regular army. Mr. 
Craic also briefly sustained the bill. 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALL then followed in opposition to the 
bill, and the discussion was continued for a short 
time by Mr. Mencer and Mr. UnpnErwoop. 

Before coming to any decision— 

Mr. ALLEN moved an adjournment. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY demanded the yeasand 
nays, which were ordered, and were yeas 46, nays 
56, so the motion was rejected. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY then moved a call of the 
House, which was refused—ayes 40, noes 47. 

Mr. POTTS moved an adjournment, which was 
carried without a division. 

So the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 21, 1£38. 
Petitions and memorials being called for in the 
order of States and Territories, were presented by 
the following gentlemen: 


MAINE. 

Messrs. EVANS, NOYES, DAVEE, and FAIR- 
FIELD. 

[Mr. Davee presented the petitions of Thomas 
B. Kennister and others, citizens of Levant, Maine. 
Of Jairus S. Keith and others, citizens of Oxford, 
Maine. Of Charles Tenney and others, citizens of 

Jangor, Maine, in behalf of the Cherokee tribe of In- 
cians; which were severally !aid upon the table. Mr. 
D. presented also the petitions of Charles W. Piper 
and others, and of George Crocket and others, for 
the establishment of mail route, from Bangor to 
Stetson, in the State of Maine.]} 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

Messrs WILLIAMS and FARRINGTON. 

(Mr. Wittiams presented this morning the peti- 
tion of Newcomb Blodget, a revolutionary soldier: 
referred to Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ]} 

{Mr. Farrincton presented the petition of Jede- 
diah Skinner, of New Hampshire, praying fora 
pension: referred to the Comraittee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. Also, the petition of Francis Hayes and 
others, praying for a new :oail route in New 
Hampshire: referred to the Committee on Post 
Otfices and Post Roads.} 

. MASSACHUSETTS. 

Messrs. GRENNELL, PRIGGS, LINCOLN, 
REED, CALHOOUN, FLETCHER, CUSHING, 


HASTINGS, BORDEN, PARMENTER, and 


ADAMS. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Messrs. TILLINGHAST and CRANSTON. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Messrs. INGHAM and TOUCEY. 
VERMONT. 
Messrs. HALL, EVERETT, and SLADE. 
NEW YORK. 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, GRANT, GAL- 
LUP, RUSSELL, DE GRAFF, PECK, BRON- 
SON, PARKER, McCLELLAN, BICKNELL, 
VANDEVEER, NOBLE, PALMER, FILL- 
MORE, JONES, PRATT, GRAY, CLARK, 
PRENTISS, CURTIS, MARVIN, EDWARDS, 
TAYLOR, MITCHELL, MOORE, HOFFMAN, 
SIBLEY and PATTERSON. 

(Mr. Camprevenc presented the petition of —— 
Cooke, of Birmingham, in England, praying fora 
patent ‘for some improvem: ‘ntof his in the manu- 
facture of gas.] 

(Mr. Grant presented the petition of 33 inhabit- 
ants of the northern boundary of the United States, 
praying Congress to construct a ship canal around 
the Falls of “Niagara. Also, certain resolutions 
passed by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, requesting their Representatives to use their 
best efforts to procure the adoption of such consti- 
tutional remedies as will effectually suppress the 
practice of duelling.] 

(Mr. McCLettan presented the petition of inhabit- 
ants of ihe city of Hudson, New York, praying for 
the location of the national foundry for canuon at 
that place: referred to the select eommittee on that 
subject. Also, the petition of 340 citizens of Hud- 
son, New York, in favor of the Independent Trea- 
sury bill, and opposed to a National Bank: refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union having in charge the Independent Trea- 
sury bill.] 

(Mr. N. Jonxs presented the petition of Rev. 
James M. Sherwood and 62 others, citizens of New 
Windsor, New York, praying Congress to interfere 
in every constitutional way io prevent the treaty 
made with the Cherokee Indians, at New Echota, 
from being carried into effect. ] 

(Mr. Bicknett presented a memorial from J. 
M. Mowry and 60 others, electors of the town of 
Eaton, Madison county, New York, on the subject 
of the late duel: laid on the table to be taken up 
with the report of the select committee on that sub- 
ject. Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
New York on the subject of duelling: laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. Memorial of 71 
males and 11 females of the town of De Ruyter, 
Madison county, New York, praying Congress to 
interfere its authority relative to the treaty made 
with the Cherokee Indians; moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs: laid on the table.] 

{[Mr. Gator presented the petition of Peter J. 
Borst, John C. Wright, and 52 others, residents of 
the counties of Albany and Schoharie, New York, 
praying that mail route No. 548 (Albany to Bern, 
New York) be extended, via West Bern and Wal- 
densville, to Gajlupville, New York. Also, the 
petition of John Preston, of Westerloo, Albany 
county, New York, praying for an increase of his 
pension for Revolutionary services. ] 

{Mr. Pratt presented the joint resolutions of the 
Senate and Assembly of the State of New York on 
the subject of the late due}; and moved that the 
same be printed. Also, the petition of Lewis B. 
Skinner, and 100 other inhabitants of Richmond- 
ville, county of Schoharie, and State of New York, 
praying the expulsion of all concerned in the late 
duel, and that they may not be allowed to hold any 
office of honor or profit in the United States; and 
moved the same be printed.] 

[Mr. Taytor presented the petition of Asa Chees- 
bro for a pension for services in the war of the 
Rev. lution. ] 

[Mr. Siscey presented a petition of the citizens 
of the county of Ontario, in favor of removing the 
obstructions to the navigation of the Alleghany 
river. Also, petition of 76 citizens of the town o 
Farmington, in the State of New York, prayin 


for the expulsion of all the members of the Hous 
who were concerned in the late duel between Mr 
Gravaus and Mr.Cittey) 
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NEW JERSEY. 

Messrs. STRATTON, AYCRIGG, MAX- 

WELL, and YORKE. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Messrs. MCKENNAN, DAVIS, POTTS, POT- 
TER, NAYLOR, PETRIKIN, BEATTY, WAG- 
ENER, TOLAND, SERGEANT, SHEFFER, 
BUCHANAN, KLINGENSMITH, McCLURE, 
and BIDDLE. 

[Mr. Beatry presented a petition from the citi- 
zens of Armstrong and Butler counties, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Freeport to 
Newcastle. Also, the petition of sundry citizens 
of Crawford county, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route therein mentioned. Also, a peti- 
tion on the subject of the late duel, signed by many 
citizens of Butler and Mercer cuunties, with a re- 
quest that it be read.] 

[Mr. Suerrer presented the petition of Adam 
Wert and: sixty-eight other voters of Adams coun- 
ty, Pa. praying for the immediate abolition of sla- 

yand the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia, and moved that the same be referred to a select 
committee: ordered to lie on the table.] 

{Mr. Perriktn presented the resolution of the 
Democratic committee of correspondence of Colum- 
bia county, Pennsylvania, in favor of a separation 
of the Government from all banks as depositories 
of the public revenue, and in favor of the Indepen- 
dent Treasury sysiem.] 

DELAWARE. 

Mr. MILLIGAN. 

MARYLAND. 

Messrs. JENIFER, PEARCE, JOHNSON, and 
HOWARD. 

VIRGINIA. 

Messrs. TALIAFERRO, MASON, CRAIG, 
MORGAN, BEIRNE, and MERCER. 

[Mr. Morcan presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the county of Marshall, praying the sup- 
pression of duelling: referred, and ordered to be 
printed. Also, the petition of citizens of Brooke 
county, praying for a post route: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. } 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. GRAHAM and RENCHER. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. THOMPSON, CLOWNEY, and EL- 
MORE. 

GEORGIA. 

Messrs. OWENS and CLEVELAND. 

[Mr. Owens presented a memorial from the cor- 
poration of Savannah, praying to be allowed to ex- 
tend certain steets through Fort Wayne, in the city 
of Savannah, the property of the United States. } 

KENTUCKY. 
Messrs. POPE, MURRAY, and MENEFEE. 
TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. Speaker POLK, STONE, CHEAT- 
HAM, CROCKETT, CARTER, and J. L. WIL- 
LIAMS. 

[Mr. Stone presented the petition and accom- 
panying documents of Messrs. Day and i euty ci- 
zens of Washington,Rheacounty, Tennessee, pray- 
ing compensation for the transportion of the Uni- 
ted States mail from Pikeville, Tennessee, to Wash- 
ington, Tennessee: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. ] 

OHIO. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, MASON, HARPER, 
KILGORE, BOND, RIDGEWAY, SHEPLER, 
ALLEN, COFFIN, GOODE, and MORRIS. 

At this stage— 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS presented the peti- 
tion of 177 of the inhabitants of Marietta and its 
vicinity, respectfully requesting Congress to inter- 
pose its authority, and prevent the treaty between 
the United States and the Cherokee nation from 
being carried into effect, without the well-ascer- 
tained assent of that nation to said treaty. On pre- 
senting this petition, Mr. M. said: 

Mr. Speaker, the names which I find attached to 
this petition command too much respect at home 
and abroad to justify me, as their. Representative, 
in barely presenting the petition and permitting it 
to be laid on the table, as similar petitions have 
been, without some effort on my part to procure its 
reference, and for it a respectful consideration. 

Marietta was the first settlement made in that 





Territory, which now constitutes the State of Ohio; 
and upon this petition I find the names of some 
who encountered the dangers, endured the toils, 
and suffered that privations connected with the 
early settlement of the country. Thrown as they 
were in the midst of Indian hostilities, and min- 
gling, as they subsequently did, with them in the 
more fiiendly relations of life, afforded them a 
good opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
Indian character,and, knowing it, they know how to 
appreciate it. In the petition they express their 
fears that the treaty was obtained fraudulent- 
ly, and with these feelings, sir, they are too honora- 
ble, too highminded, and too magnanimous to re- 
main silent, and see their country inflicting, as 
they believe, cruel and unmitigated wrongs upon 
a weak, but magnanimous people. [Here the 
Speaker reminded Mr. M. that it was not in order 
to debate this question at this time.] My. M. re- 
plied: Mr. Speaker, I am aware that it is not 
in order to discuss the merits of this ques- 
tion on the presentation of a petition, nor do 
I wish, on this, or any other occasion to vio- 
late the rules of this House. 

I will only add one or two remarks more, and 
if, in so doing, I am out of order, I will thank the 
Speaker to remind me of it. 

I am informed, sir, by a letter which accompa- 
nied the petition, and from a source highly respec- 
table, that our people have a good deal of feeling 
on the subject of this treaty. If their suspicions 
are well founded, ought not Congress to imme- 
diately institute an inquiry into the facts connected 
with it; and if they are groundless, the Govern- 
ment has nothing to fear from such an investiga- 
tion. Bat, sir, let this House refuse to refer or 
consider the petitions of the people on this subject, 
and do you not, I ask, throw around the whole 
transaction dark suspicions, which every lover of 
the honor of his country ought to reprobate? 

Mr. OWENS moved to lay it on the table, (be- 
ing a disposition made of numerous others during 
the day, on motion of Mr. O. and Mr. Haynes, 
without a division of the House.) 

Mr. MORRIS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a call of the House, 
as the attendance of members was thin; but it was 
refused, and the motion to lay on the table was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 71, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messts. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Bucha, 
nan, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Carter, Chapman, Clark, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, 
DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Riee Garland, Glascock, 
James Graham, Grantiand, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Robert M. ‘T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadb-tter, Lewis, 
Logan, Loomis, James M Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert, 
McClellan, Abraham McClellas, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rencher, Richardson, Rives, 
Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Weeks, Sherrod Williams, 
Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Worthington, and 
Yel!—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Bond, Briggs, Wm. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Casey, 
Cheatham, Childs, Coftin, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Davee, 
Davies, Dunn. Evans, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Goode, William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Harper, Hastings, 
Herod, Hoffman, Ingham, Jenifer, Lincoln, Samson Mason, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, 
Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, 
Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Edward W. 
Rob:nson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Sibley, Stanly, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Toland, Underwood, Vanderveer, Webster, Albert 
S$. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wilhams, Wise, and 
Yorke—71. 


[Mr. Harper presented the petition of William 
S. Richards, and 110 other citizens of the county of 
Licking, Ohio, remonstrating against the exccution 
of the Cherokee treaty. Also, the petition of the 
Rev. Wm. H. Beecher and 81 male citizens, and 
of Katharine E. Beecher and 80 other females, all 
of Muskingum county, Ohio, for the same purpose.] 
INDIANA. 
Messrs. HEROD and DUNN. 
ILLINOIS. 
Messrs. CASEY, MAY, and SNYDER. 
(Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Clarke county, State of Illinois, pray 







ing the establishment of a post route from Mar- 
shall in said county, to Charleston, in Coles county, 
stating that there is no direct communication by 
mail between the town of Marshall, the county 
seat of Clarke county, situated on the tenth mile 
of the Cumberland road, and Charleston, the 
county seat of Coles county, twenty-seven miles 
distant from each other: the citizens of the two 
places, and those residing between, have at con- 
siderable expense, opened a wide and very direct 
road, and erected a substantial bridge across the 
Embarrass river, in order not only to facilitate the 
communication between the two counties, which 
are politically joined, and have similar interests, 
but also to have a better and more direct commu- 
nication between Terre Haute, in Indiana and 
Springtield, in Iinois. On motion of Mr. C. it 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

{Mr. Snyper presented a memorial from Wil- 
liam C. Greenup, president of the board of ma- 
nagers for the purpose of draining the lakes and 
ponds of the American bottom, in the State of I!- 
linois, praying Congress to grant the unsold lands to 
aid the board in said improvements: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Also, a memo- 
rial from the citizens of Greenville, in Bond co. 
Illinois, praying Congress to cause the National 
road from Vandalia to the Mississippi to be Jo- 
cated through said town: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals.]} 


ALABAMA. 

Messrs. LEWIS and CHAPMAN. 

MISSOURI. 

Mr. HARRISON. 

(Mr. Harrison presentsd the following petitions: 
The petition of Amos Burdyne and twenty-two 
others, citizens of St. Charles and Lincoln coun- 
ties, Missouri, praying Congress tv pass a law 
granting to them the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain lands, described in said petition: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. The petition of 
Daniel Finch, of St. Louis, Missouri, asking com- 
pensation for his services as a cleric, in the Acting 
Assistant Adjutant General’s office, at St. Lonsi: 
referred to the Committee of Claims. Six several 
petitions, numerously signed by citizens residing in 
the southern part of the State of Missouri, praying 
Congress to cede to said State certain inundated or 
swamp lands, om the conditions set forth in said 
petitiens: referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. The petition of John McKenna, late a 
soldier in the army of the United States, praying 
Congress to grant him a pension, in consideration 
of bodily injuries received by him, while in said 
service: referred to the Commitiee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. Petition of Jesse Nave and others, praying 
Congress to establish a mail route from Carrollton, 
in Carroll county, by Utica, Nave’s Store, to Thomp- 
son’s Settlement. ]} 

MICHIGAN. 

Mr. CRARY. 

{Mr. Crary presented seven petitions from citi- 
zens of Lenawee county, against the Sub-Treasury 
bill now before the House. Also, a petition for a 
mail route from Tecumseh to Marshall; a petition 
for an alteration in the mail route from Ann Arbor 
to St. Joseph; a petition fora mail route from Con- 
cord to Palaski.]} 

FLORIDA. 

Mr. DOWNING. 

{[Mr. Downine presented the following petitions: 
Of City Council of St. Augustine for an appropria- 
tion to improve the bar and harbor of St. Augus- 
tine; of sundry citizens of East Florida,to remove 
the land office from St. Augustine to Newnans- 
ville; of John Sarnier, praying a confirmation of 
his title to a lot of land near Pensacola; of justices 
of Daval county, praying compensation for da- 
mage done to the court-house; of sundry inhabit- 
ants of Florida, praying the erection of a light- 
house at Cape Carnavaral; of Thomas Douglass, 
and D. Allornay of East Florida, praying compen- 
sation for taking testimony in the case of C. Sib- 
balo, as directed by the Committee of Claims.] 

WISCONSIN. 
Mr. JONES. 
{Mr. Jones presented the following: Petition of 
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8. 8S. Phelps and others, praying for the right of 
pre-emption to the town site of Cattase, Wisconsin 
Territory. Petuiva of citizens of the mineral re- 
gion in Wisconsin and Lilinois, praying for the sale 
of the mineral lands of the United States. Petition 
praying for a donation of land to enable the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin west of the Mississippi river to 
erect a penitenuary. Memorial of citizens of Wis- 
consin ‘Territory east of the Mississippi river, who 
pray for an act to authorize the admission of that 
part of the Territory as a State into the Union, 
Petition for a post route from Napoleon to Bloom- 
ington, Wisconsin Territory. Peution praying for 
the location of a land office at Mount Pleasant 
Henry county, Wisconsiv Territory. Petition for 
post routes in Wisconsin Territory. Petition for a 
post route in Wisconsin Territory. Petition pray- 
ing for the survey of a route for a railroad from 
the Mississippi river, at Du Buque, to Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin ‘Territory. Petition for a post route in 
Wisconsin Territory. Petition of George W. Raw- 
lings. Petition praying for an additional appro- 
priation to complete ihe State house at Madison, 
Wisconsin Territory. 

Also, by Mr. ANDERSON of Maine, Mr. COR- 
WIN, ef Ohio, and Mr. SIBLEY, of New York; 
those gentiemen having been out of their seats 
when their respective States were called. 

MR. BOON’S RESOLUTION. 

Mr. BOON rose and asked permission of the 
Hlouse to make an explanation in reference to 
himself. 

Leave being granted— 

Mr. B. proceeded. He said it would be recol- 
lecied thai, some days since, he had offered a reso- 
lution, the object of which was to equalize the cur- 
rency receivable for the public dues. That resolu- 
tion was, however, decided to be out of order, in- 
asmuch as the same subject, in a somewhat 
different form, was already before the House under 
two resoluuons presented by gentlemen from Ohio 
and Kentucky, {Messrs. Bonp and WiLLIaMs.] 
The former gentieman promptly withdrew his pro- 
position, but the gentleman from Kentucky adhered 
to his; and Mr. B. had no alternative, therefore, left 
him to arrive at his object but to move to take up 
Mr. Wittiams’s resolution; not with a view 
to its adoption, but of asking the gentleman so 
to modify it as to substitute that of Mr. B. 
This morning he thought he had made an ar- 
rangement with that gentleman, so far as he 
{Mr. B.] was concerned, to accommodate the 
measure. ‘The gentleman presented to Mr. B.a 
modilication, which it was his intention, he said, to 
send tc the Chair upon the suspension of the rules, 
and which Mr. B. accepted. Afler that, the gentle- 
man proposed a further amendment, which he said 
he intended to offer, but which Mr. B. could not 
accept. ‘Ihe gentleman then said that his resolu- 
tion might lie on the table, and, added Mr. B. as I 
have no dispusition te adopt it, unless the gentle- 
man changes his opinion, and substitutes nty reso- 
Jution or the modification of it, | have no other al- 
ternative leit me, sir, but to take my seat. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Tri- 
badeauville to Knoblocks, in the interior of New 
Fourche, State of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Cleaveland, Oho, through Independence, Breck- 
ville, Richfield, Bath, Copley, Morton, and Clin- 
ton, to Massillon, in the county of Stark. 

Oa motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Territories be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of rean- 
nexing the counties of; Franklin and Calhoun to 
the Western Judicial District of Florida, and oi 
confirming the law of the Legislative Council of 
said Territory, passed at its last session, to divide 
said counties, and jor other purposes, relating to 
said division. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Posi Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the 


expediency of establishing a mail route from Bran- 
donville, in the State of Virginia, to Byant’s post 
office, in the State of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Comunittee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
compensation to the legal representatives of Dr. 
James H. Chiars, for services performed by him as 
assistant surgeon of the army in Florida. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committe on Roads and Ca- 
nals inquire into the expediency of authorizing a 
survey of the ‘Tennessee river above the Muscle 
Shoals, and of the river Holston from its mouth to 
Kingsport, in Sullivan county, in Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. EDWARDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the route No. 708 from 
Ephratah, through Pleasant Valley, to Newkirk’s 
Mills,in Montgomery county,and State of N. York. 

fr. CAMBRELENG then moved that the 
House go into Committee on the state of the Union 
on the appropriation bills. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana gave notice, that 
when in committee, he should move to take up the 
pre-emption rights bill. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, WHITTLESEY, and EVE- 
RETF, requested the gentleman not to press that 
motion, but suffer the balance of the day to be 
devoted to the current business, and the latter gen- 
Ueman objecting — 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rules. 

Mr. BOON asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a call of the House: 
refused. 

The motion to suspend being agreed to—yeas 
106, nays 37—the House accordingly resolved 
itself into a Commitiee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. HOWARD in the Chanr. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, after referring to the 
number of protested drafts still unpaid by the Go- 
vernment, and stating that he desired to have that 
protested paper paid before proceeding to other 
business, moved to take up the following bill: 

“A bill making appropriations for the prevent- 
ing and suppressing Indian hostilities for the year 
1838, and for arrears for the year 1837.” 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, pursuant to his 
notice given above, then moved to take up the pre- 
emption rights bill, saying that he feared the other 
bill would cause an extended discussion, and it was 
important that the bill he moved should be acted 
upen without delay. 

The committee accordingly rose and reported 
that fact to the House. 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, OWENS, and CUSH- 
MAN simultaneously moved a call of the House, 
for the purpose of procuring a quorum, but the 
motion was suspended till the Speaker counted the 
House, and upon ascertaining that a quorum was 
actually present, the House again went into com- 
mittee, and the question being again propounded, 
on taking up the bill to suppress Indian hostilites, 
&c. it resulted, taken by tellers, as follows: ayes 
94, noes not counted. 

This bill was accordingly taken up, and having 
been read through by the Clerk— 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was at a loss how 
to proceed; if he did not make a speech, it would 
be alleged by some that he left the bill to be fought 
by the Opposition; and if he did make a speech, it 
might be alleged by some as it had been by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania ona former occa- 
sion, that he would be the cause of any de'ay and 
debate that might follow. He briefly stated the 
necessity of a speedy action, saying that $700,000 
of protested drafts were now lying, and the suffer- 
ing fell,not upon the Government, but upon indivi- 
duais who were forced by delay into the hands of 
brokers and money shavers, at ruinous sacrifices. 
This part of the appropriation should be immedi- 
ately acted upon as a matter of justice. In _ rela- 


tion to the war in Florida, he remarked that he 
thought it was now brought nearly to a close; and 
heawlid not think a dollar would be required afier 
these appropriations to maintain that war, and that 


no extraordinary appropriations would hereafter 

be wanted. The appropriations for the support of 

military force,'in. the Cherokee country, was in- 
tended to preserve that people from hostilities with 
the neighboring citizens. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then submitted some 
amendments, which were adopted. 

Mr. EVERETT then offered a paper, which he 
said he should offer ata future time, as an amendment 
tothe bill, the object of which was to afford just and 
equitable compensation to the Indians, and sach 
as he thought would induce the Cherokees to re- 
move, probably in the course of this fall. He 
said he did not know that the amendment would 
meet the views of the Government or the Indians, 
for he had consulted with neither party, bat he 
wished the paper printed, that it might be consider- 
ed and acted upon hereafter. The following is a 
copy of the paper: 

For the payment to the Cherokee na- 
ton, after their emigration, the sum 
stipulated in the Ist art. of the 
treaty of 23th December, 1835, 
deducting $500,000 under the 2d 
art. and $400,000 invested under 
the 10th art. : - - 

Provided, the Cherokee nation as- 
Sent so to receive it. 

To enable the President to repur- 
chase the lands ceded by the 2d 
art. of said treaty - - . 

For payments to the Cherokee na- 
tion for the benefit of the Chero- 
kees who have not taken the ben- 
efit of said treaty 

1. For compensation in full for all 
claims for theirimprovements’~ - 

2. For compensation for personal 
property which may be abandoned, 
not provided for by said treaty - 

3. For compensation for spoliations 
infull - - - 

4. For commutation for claims for 
pensions under 14th art. - - 50,000 

Provided, that no part of the appropriations in this 

article shall be expended, unless a majority of such 

Cherokees shall have emigrated west of the Mis- 

sissippi by the Ist of January next; nor until the 

said Cherokee nation east shall have agreed so to 
receive said sums in full for said claims. 

For compensation to such Cherokees 
as shall emigrate at their own ex- 
pense, by Ist January next, at 


$4,100,000 


500,000 


2,250,000 


750,700 
300,000 


$334 per head (15,000 Cherokees) 500,000 
For subsistence, extended to eighteen 

months, to such emigrants, $50 per 

head, (15,000 Cherokees) - 750,000 


Mr. BELL remarked that he considered the bill 
one of the utmost importance, and he wished to 
offer an ancendment, with some remarks. If his 
amendment should be met with an amicable spirit, 
he should not go at length into the subject; and hz 
should not, whatever he might think of the expe- 
diency or justice of the Florida war, do any thing 
to oppose the appropriations for that object. He 
then offered the following amendment: 


“Provided, that if the President shall ascertain 
that all dissatisfaction and further opposition on the 
part of any portion of the Cherokee Indians to the 
treaty of 1535 can be allayed or avoided by allow- 
iag an additional compensation for lands ceded to 
the United States by said treaty, and that thereby 
the Government may be saved the expense of keep- 
ing up the large military force within the Cherokee 
country now contemplated, he is hereby authorized 
to apply two millions of dollars of the sum appro- 
priated by this act to that object.” 

The amendment of Mr. CamBRELENG, above 
alluded to, was adopted. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that the amend- 
ment of Mr. Everett was not in order upon this 
bill, which was for Indian hostilities, and would be 
better to be proposed to the bill for Indian annui- 
ties, when it should come up. There was, also, an 
objection to the amendment of Mr. Bett, though 
not so strong; but he would sot press it then. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the committee rise 
and report progress; which motion prevailed. 
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In the House, Mr. EVERETT offered his pro- 
posed amendment, and asked to have it printed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that it would 
be better to have the bill printed as amended in 
committee, with the amens ment annexed, to which 
Mr. Everett assented; and in that form the mo- 
tion prevailed. 

A report from the Secretary of War, accom- 
panied *y a report from the head of the Topo- 
graphical Bureau was read and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The bill for the relief ef James Witherell, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Carter, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of John Jordan, was, on 
motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, postponed to 
Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, the bill to au- 
thorize the employment of boys in the merchant 
service, was postponed till to-morrow. 

The joint resolution authorizing the employment 
of clerks in the Department of State, was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, laid on the 
table, 

The bill from the Senate to authorize the ap- 
pointment of an additional judge in the Orphan’s 
Court in the District of Columbia, was then taken 
up, with an amendment prepared by the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DAWSON said tnat an objection had been 
made by Mr. Mercer to this amendment, on the 
ground of unconstitutionality ; and he (Mr. D.) 
contended that, inasmuch as the District of Colum- 
bia wasa Territory of the United States, according 
ing to the decisions of the Supreme Court, there- 
fore Congress had full power over it, as much as 
over Wisconsin or Florida. 

Mr. MERCER thought the position of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia sué generis, and not that of a 
Territory. Every judge under the Constitution of 
the United States is appointed four life, and no instance 
to the contrary can be shown. 

Mr. HAYNES instanced jnstices of the peace in 
the District of Columbia as holding office by a limit- 
ed tenure. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that in the committee he 
had opposed this bill, but, being in the minority, 
he consented to have it reported to the House, with 
the amendment, limiting the term of service to four 
years. His opposition was predicated on the 
grounds that the continuance of a persen in the re- 
ceipt of a salary, without rendering any services to 
the public, was in fact creating and continuing a 
sinecure in violation of the Constitution, and con- 
trary to the spirit of our free institutions. Our 
country was fast following the footsteps of the Go- 
vernments in Europe, by continuing men in office 
out of mere sympathy, or because they belonged to 
respectable families, although unable to discharge 
the duties of the office. The Departments in the 
city of Washington furnished many examples of 
this kind, and it was high time Congress should, 
by their action, furnish a precedent to those admi- 
nistering the Government to correct this abuse. In 
this case, if the present incumbent was incapable 
of discharging the duties of a judge, and Congress 
had the power, under the Constitution, to remove 
him, let members discharge their duties by addre-- 
sing the President for that purpose, and if Con- 
gress has not the constitutional power to remove 
him, let the Constitution be amended for that pur- 
pose, and that can be done by the meeting of next 
Congress. 

Mr. P. said he was opposed to sinecures of every 
kind; and a hard case, or mere expediency, was no 
apology for members violating he Constitution. It 
was a well known fact that in all ages public good 
had been an apology for tyrants setting at naught 
the rights of the people, and expediency, the ex- 
cuse of usurpers for trampling upon the liberties of 
the people. Whin members objected to the limi- 
tation of the term of service of a judge, ©n consti- 
tutional grounds, and at the same time advocated 
the continuance of an officer in the enjoyment of a 
sinecure, he thought, to say the least of it, they took 
a one-sided view of the Constitution. He did not 
suppose, however, that any thing he could say 
would alter the determination of members on this 


Subject, but he could not, consistently with” his 
conscientious notions of what was his duty, suf- 
fer a matter so grostly wrong, in his opinion, as 
the present bill is, to pass without raising his voice 
against it. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he supposed, as he was 
chairman of the committee, it would be expected 
of him to say something in relation to this bill; yet 
he knew that by wearying the House by snch de- 
bate, he might hazard the bill, rather than render it 
more secure. 

He said his mind had been long made up, that 
during good behavior was the best tenure for a 
judge to hold his office by; that when a change is 
made from good behavior in such effices, it is gen-- 
rally found to be for bad behavior. He knew 
there was a difference of opinion upon this point, 
and he would not provoke argument, as the District 
really was suffering for a judge. ‘The present in- 
cumbent was, by visitation of Providence, rendered 
unable to do the duties of his office. 

There could be no constitutional difficulty in 
appointing an additional judge. There was no par- 
ticalar number of judges constitutionally required 
in this case. It might be that the ineumbent 
ought to resiga, but he had not; and Mr. B. was not 
aware of any mode by which he could be com- 
pelled to do so; and if he could, it would be diffi- 
cult to prove he ovght to be prosecuted for this 
visitation; and though all this were right and prac- 
ticable, yet it would take much time to do it, and 
in the mean time the people would suffer mach. 
The appointment of another judge would not pre- 
vent a prosecution and removal of the present in- 
cumbent, should it be practicable and proper. 

Mr. B. had given his own opinion on this bill in 
as few words as he could, and would prefer to pass 
the bill himself as it came from the Senate; but he 
was so sure that the pecple were in great need of 
help in this particular, that he would vote for almost 
any measure that would give relief—any thing 
within the pale of the Constitution. He hoped, 
therefore, that the bill would pass to-day. 

Mr. JENIFER and Mr. DAWSON had a few 
words of conversation, which (on account of the 
great confusion and noise in the hall) were entirely 
inaudible. 

Mr. ADAMS thought that, if the pending amend- 
ment was constitutional, then Congress could re- 
move the present judge. He considered that an 
officer who did not discharge the duties of the of- 
fice he held did not hold it “during good behavior.” 
It was inconsistent to say that the assistant judge 
should hold his oflice under the Constitution for 
four years, and that the other judge of the same 
court should hold his during good behavior. This 
was a provision to change the tenure of office of 
the judge of the orphans’ court. If Congress can, 
constitutionally, change this tenure of office, the 
President may, on application, remove the office 
existing. He hoped that neither the amendment 
nor the bill would pass. He thought the proper 
course would be to impeach the officer for incom- 
petency. This had been done, and it seemed to be 
the true and proper mode. 

Mr. POPE thought the amendment ought not to 
pass to this bill. If this question of the proper 
tenure of office were to be discussed, it should be 
atanother time. At present, he looked upon this 
as a necessary measure for the transaction of bu- 
siness in this District, and it was the duty of Con- 
gress to see that the rights of the District ought to 
be religiously and sacredly preserved. He hoped 
the amendment would be withdrawn. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, said he had but 
little to say upon the subject under consideration; 
nor would he say that little, but for the fact that 
there were two important questions involved in the 
bill. The first was, have the people of the District 
of Columbia any constitutional protection? Are 
they citizens of the United States, or subjects of an 
aristocratic despotism? By the act of cession they 
were stripped of the protective power of the corsti- 
tations of Virginia and Maryland; and if they were 
nct within the protective power of the Constitution 
of the United States, unlike all other American ci- 
tizens, they were without any constitutional protec- 
tion whatever, but the unqualified subjects of the 
power of Congress, which can excrcise over them 
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unlimited and unqualified authority. He did not 
doubt that, as far as the Constitution applied, the 
people of the District of Columbia were as muca 
entitled to its broat shield av ‘hev were before the 
act of cession. He would not now enter into the 
discussion of that question, but would content him- 
self with this mere expression of opinion. If ihe 
Constitution did not not extend to the District of 
Columbia, he said that its principles and its spirit 
might be carried into the legislation of Congress 
affecting it, and thus extend its beneficial and pro- 
tective powers as successfully as if it was directly 
applicable; and there was no subject on which its 
principles could be more profitably applied than in 
the limitation of the judicial tenure. 

The second question involved was, whether Con- 
gress, in establishing the judicial tenure, could, in 
reference to the District of Columbia, disregard the 
limitation prescribed in the Constitution, of “good 
behavior,” and affix to it aterm of years?) The 
only power which this Government has to establish 
a judiciary is derived from the Constitution, but the 
tenure of the judicial office is not left to the discre- 
tion of Congress, but is fixed by the Constitution 
itself. If, then, this Guvernment has none but ex- 
pressly delegated powers, [ might safely inquire, 
where is the authority to limit the judicial tenure 
to aterm of years? The Constitution having affixed 
the tenure, Congress has no power over it, and any 
other tenure wou!d be a usurpation of power, and 
contrary to the true spirit of that instrument. He 
said he did not now propose to enter into an elabo- 
rate discussion of this important question, but 
would content himseif with remarking, that when 
the act passed, establishing the Orphans’ Court of 
the District of Columbia, the judge was regarded 
as a judicial officer, and the tenure of his office 
limited by the authority of the Constitution; and it 
would now be establishing a dangerous precedent 
to disregard it. 
principles and spirit of the Constitution upon all 
vecasions, and in none more pertinaciously than 
the tenure of the judicial office. There was no 
principle in Government more important and 
more necessary to any people than a faithful, 
an honest, and well qualified judiciary, and 
there were no other means by which it could be 
accomplished than by affixing a tenure of office 
which, while it is placed within the reach of ample 
responsibility, is secured from the effects of sudden 
popular excitement and unfounded prejudices. 
This blessing is as important to the people of the 
District as to any portion of the people of the 
Union; and it would be unwise and impolitic to 
distinguish between them and the people of the 
States. No man who possessed the proper qualifi- 
cations of a judge would accept the office witha 
tenure of four years, and a liability to have his 
commission struck dead in his hands by those ebu!- 
luions of popalar excitement which frequently 
spring up on account of his decisions. To secure 
competent and well-qualified judges, there must be 
permanency in the tenure as well as adequacy in 
compensation; and the value of the judiciary will 
be entirely destroyed wken opposite principles are 
acted upon. The tenure affixed in the amendment 
proposed by the Committee tor the District of Co- 
lumbia, would, in its general application, be dan- 
gerous in practice and subversive of the best 
interests of the country. It was in accordance 
with that spirit which had commenced limiting -the 
tenure of the judicial office to a fixed age in some 
places—to tea years in some, and seven in others— 
a spirit which, said Mr. G. was undermining the 
stability of the system, destroying its most valuable 
features, and would ultimately throw the judiciary 
into the hands of the ignorant, the illiterate, and 
the demagogical. He thought a rebuke of this 
destructive spirit would come with great force from 
Congress, by strictly adhering to the wise and salu- 
tary tenure prescribed in the Constitution, which 
its framers would not confide to Congressional 
diseret on. 


Mr. G. said the temporary additional judge pro- 
posed to be appointed for the Orphans’ Court of the 
District cf Columbia, would not establish a sinecure, 
but grew out of the actaa! necessity of the case. In 
the organization of the Court, a single judge had 
been appointed. That judge not not mishehave'p 


He thought it wise to adhere to the. 
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but by the afflicting hand of Providence, had been 
rendered incompetent. He cannot be compelled to 
resign his office, nor can he be removed. This bill, 
in this state of things, (Congress not being limited 
by the Constitution as to the number of judges 
which it may assign to a court,) proposes to ap- 
point an additional judge; who, notwithstanding 
the incompetency of the present jadge, may despatch 
the business which belongs to the jurisdiction of that 
court. The remedy for this state of things would, 
in ali probability, soon be applied by the hand of 
nature in a few years at most. The present in- 
cumbent would be removed by the hand of time; 
and then, by declining to supply the vacancy, the 
Court will be restored to its ofiginal organization. 
The question, then, was, whether the expense of an 
additional judge shall be incurred, so as to dispose 
of the business of the Court, or shall it remain 
blocked up, to the great annoyance and oppression 
of the people of the District, until Providence shall 
remove the obstruction, by the death of the incum- 
bent? Mr. G. said he should, without hesitation, 
vole against the amendment proposed by the com- 
mittee, and for the bill. 

The amendment was lost. 

The question recurring upon the passage of the 
bill to a third reading, 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were not ordered. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading with- 
out a division, and was ordered to be read a third 
time then. 

It was read accordingly, and passed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then demanded a count, to 
ascertain ii a quorum was present. 

The SPEAKER reported 123 present; not a 
quorum. 

Mr BOULDIN then moved an adjournment ; 
bat withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. POPE, who asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up and pass a bill for the 
relief of the widow of Capt. Thomas Hunter. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. POPE moved to suspend the rales, and said 
it was an urgent case. The widow of Capt. Hun- 
ter, by a mistake, had been deprived of a part of 
the pension to which she was entitled, and unless 
she could obtain this justice from the Government 
soon, all her litthe remaining property would be 
swept away. 

The question being taken on suspending the 
rule, there were, ayes 86, noes 19; not a quorum. 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved an adjournment, which 
was lost, yeas 32, nays 65. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY hoped the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would withdraw his opposition, and 
allow the bil to be taken up. 


Mr. PETRIKIN said he could not withdraw 
his opposition, and referred to the course of pro- 
ceeding last Friday and Saturday, when it was im- 
possible to keep a quorum in the House. He did 
not like this manner of hopping off, and of gentle- 
men cutting up their own peculiar business out of 
order. He then renewed the motion te adjourn. 


Mr. POPE appealed earnestly to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw the motion, and 
let the bill be passed. He said he had no interest 
in it; but he knew it was necessary and just. 

The question was then taken on the adjourn- 
ment, aud was, ayes 25, noes 79; so the House 
refused to adjourn, and there was not a quorum. 

Mr. POPE then said he would yield, and not 
insist upon detaining the House fruitlessly ; and, 
npon his motion, 

The House adjourned. 





[Mr. J. L. Wittiams presented the memorial of 
Win. J.J. Morrow, claiming the compensation due 
to him as a surgeon in the service of the Untied 
States: referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. Of John L. McCarty, who claims indemnity 
formoney advanced by him to the service of the 
United States: referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Of Elizabeth Cooke, who claims compensation for 
one wagon and five horses furnished by her late 
husband, and lost in the service ef the United 
States: referred to the Committee ef Claims.]} 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 21, 1838. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial 
from merchanis and underwriters, residents 
of Philadelphia, stating that wrecked pro- 
perty at Key West was carried in, and a 
sale of it made before any agent could be sent 
on, in consequence of which it could make very 
little difference whether the wrecked property should 
be lost or sold. They, therefore, prayed that a 
law might be passed requiring at least sixty days’ 
notice to be given before wrecked property should 
be sold: referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of the State of New York, calling for the 
action of Congress to suppress duelling; and stat- 
ing that the practice among public men was of evil 
example and tendency: laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented a petition from Mr. 
Cogswell, asking Congress for compensation for 
serving a venire, which, for some reasons, was re- 
fused at the Department: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of Jasper 
Cox, praying indemnification for loss sustained from 
captures by the Indians: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. McKEAN presented two memorials from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the Cherokce 
treaty may not be enforced: laid on the table. 

Mr. NILES presented two memorials from citi- 
zens of Connecticut, praying that the Cherokee 
treaty may not be enforced: laid on the table. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from sundry 
citizens, asking that the Cherokee treaty may not 
be enforced: laid on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
the citizens of Paducah, Kentucky, praying that 
Francis A. Harrison may be secured from loss by 
the burning of the Post Office: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

PLAN OF A NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, rose, and stated that 
he wished to present a petition confided to his care, 
signed by a number of persons, praving for the 
establishment of a Bank of the United States. It 
was similar to several other petitions which had 
been presented to the Senate, or to the House, du- 
ring the present session, praying for the same ob- 
ject. They afford evidence of a deep and returning 


conviction, among the people, of the utility of such | 


an institution. 

Whilst [am up [continued Mr. Cray,] with the 
permission of the Senate, I beg leave to submit a 
few observations upon this subject. There is rea- 
son to believe that much honest misconception and 
some misrepresentation prevail in regard to it, 


which I wish to correct. It had been supposed that | 


those who are desirous of seeing a Bank of the 
United States established are anxious that a char- 
ter should be granted to an existing Siate institu- 
tion, which has an eminent individual at its head, 
and that this was the sole object of all their exer- 
tions. Now I wish, for one, to say, that I have 
no such purpose in view. I entertain for that gen- 
tleman very high respect, I believe him uncom- 


monly able, profoundly sxilled in finance, and | 


truly patriotic. There is but one other person, 


connected with the banking institutions of the coun- | 
trv, in whose administration of a Bank of the Uni- | 
ted States I should have equal confidence with Mr. | 
Biddle, and that is Albert Gallatin, who, I am glad | 


to learn, at an advanced age, retains, in full vigor, 
the faculties of his extraordinary mind. There 
may be other citizens equally competent with those 
two gentlemen, but I do not know them, or am 
not acquainted with their particular qualifications. 
But it is not for any existing State bank, or any 
particular individual at its head, that IT am con- 
tending. I believe the establishment of a Bank of 
the United States is required by the common good 
of the whole country; and although I might be wil- 
ling, af it were practicable, to adopt an existing 
bank as the basis of such an institution, under all 
circumstances, I think it most expedient that a new 
bank, with power to establish branches, be created 
and chartered under the authority of Congress. 
My friends (as far as 1 know their opinions) and 


| 
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I are not particularly attached to this or that indi- 
vidual, to this or that existing bank, but to prin- 
ciples, to the thing itself, to the institution, to a 
well-organized Bank of the United States, under 
the salutary operation of which the business of the 
country had so greatly prospered, and we had 
every reason to hope would again revive and 
prosper. And, presuming upon the indulgence of 
the Senate, I will now take the liberty to suggest, 
for public consideration, some of those suitable 
conditions and restrictions under which it appears 
to me that it would be desirable to establish a new 
bank. 

1. The capital not to be extravagantly large, but, 
at the same time, amply sufficient to enable it to 
perform the needful financial duties for the Go- 
vernment; to supply a general currency of uniform 
value throughout the Union; and to facilitate, as 
nigh as practicable, the equalization of domestic 
exchange. I suppose that about fifty’ millions 
would answer all those purposes. The stock might 
be divided between the General Government, the 
States, according to their federal population, and 
individual subscribers; the portion assigned to the 
latter to be distributed at auction or by private sub- 
scription. 

2. The corporation, in the spirit of a resolution 
recently adopted by the General Assembly of the 
State, one of whose Senators I have the honor to 
be, to receive such an organization as to blend, in 
fair proportions, public and private control, and 
combining public and private interests; and, in or- 
cer to exclude the possibility of the exercise of all 
foreign influence, non-resident foreigners to be pro- 
hibited not only from any share in the administra- 
tion of the corporation, but from holding, directly 
or indirectly, any portion of its stock. Although I 
do not myself think this latter restriction necessary. 
I would make it, in deference to honest prejudices, 
sincerely entertained, aad which no practical states- 
man ought entirely to disregard. The bank would 
thus be, in its ongin, and continue throughout its 
whole existence, a genuine American institution. 

3. An adequate portion of the capital to be set 
apart in productive stocks, and placed in permanent 
security, beyond the reach of the corporation, (with 
the exception of the accruing profits on those 
stocks,) sufficient to pay promptly, in any contin- 
gency, the amount of all such paper, under what- 
ever form, that the bank shall put forth as a part of 
the general circulation. The bill or note holders, 
in other words, the mass of the community, ought 
to be protected against the possibility of the failure 
or the suspension of a bank. The supply of the 
circulating medium of a country is that faculty of 
a bank, the propriety of the exercise of which may 
be most controverted. The dealings with a bank, 
of thuse who obtain discounts, or make deposites, 
are voluntary and mutually advantageous; and 
they are comparatively few in number. But the 
reception of what is issued and used asa part of the 
circulating medium of the country, is scarcely a 
voluntary act; and thousands take it who have no 
other concern whatever with the bank. The many 
ought to be guarded and secured by the care of the 
legislative authority; the vigilance of the few will 
secure them against loss. I think this provision is 
a desideratum in our American banking; and the 
credit of first embodying it in a legislative act is 
due to the State of New York. 

4. Perfect publicity as to the state of the bank 
at all times, including, besides the usual heads of 
information, the names of every debtor to the 
bank, whether as drawer, endorser, or surety, pe- 
riodically exhibited, and open to public inspection ; 
or, if that should be found inconvenient, the right 
to be secured to any citizen to ascertain at the bank 
the nature and extent of the responsibility of any 
of its customers. There is no necessity to throw 
any veil of secrecy around the ordinary transac- 
tions of a bank. Publicity will increase responsi- 
bility, repress favoritism, insure the negotiation of 
good paper, and, when individual insolvency un 
fortunately occurs, will deprive the bank of undue 
advantages now enjoyed by banks practically in 
the distribution of the effects of the insolvent. 

5. A limitation of the dividends so as not to au- 
thorize more than — per cent. to be struck. This 
will check undue expansions in the circulating 
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medium, and restrain improper extension of busi- 
ness in the administration of the bank. 

6. A prospective reduction in the rate of inte- 
rest, SO as to restrict the bank to six per cent. sim- 
ply, or, if practicable, to only five per cent. Banks 
now receive at the rate of near 6% per cent. by de- 
manding the interest in advance, and by charging 
for an additional day. The reduction may be ef- 
fected by forbearing to exact any bonus, or, when 
the profits are likely to exceed the prescribed limit 
of the dividends, by requiring that the rate of in- 
terest shall be so lowered as that they shall not 
pass that limit. 

7. A restriction upon the premium demanded 
upon post notes and checks used for remittances, 
so that the maximum should not be more than, 
say, one and a half per cent. between any two of 
the remotest points in the Union, Although it may 
not be practicable to regulate foreign exchange, 
depending as it does upon commercial causes not 
within the control of any one Government, I think 
that it is otherwise with regard to domestic ex- 
change. 

8. Every practicable provision against the exer- 
cise of improper influence, on the part of the Ex- 
ecutive, upon the bank, and, on the part of the 
bank, upon the elections of the country. The late 
Bank of the United States has been, I believe, 
most unjustly charged with interference in the 
popular elections. There is, among the public 
documents, evidence of its having scrupulously 
abstained from such interference. It never did 
more than to exercise the natural right of self- 
defence by publishing such reports, speeches, and 
documents, as tended to place the institution and 
its administration in a fair point of view before the 
public. But the people entertain a just jealousy 
against the danger of any interference of a bank 
with the elections of the country, and every pre- 
caution ought to be taken strictly to guard 
against it. 

This is a brief outline of such a new Bank of the 
United States as I think, if established, would 
greatly conduce to the prosperity of the country. 
Perhaps, on full discussion and consideration, some 
of the conditions which I have suggested might not 
be deemed expedient, or might require modifica- 
tion, and important additienal ones may be pro- 
posed by others. 

1 will only say a word or two on the constitu- 
tional power. I think that it ought no longer to be 
regarded as an open question. . There ought to be 
some bounds to human contreversy. Stability is a 
necessary want of society. Among those who deny 
the power, there are many who admit the benefits 
of a Bank of the United States. Four times, and 
under the sway of all the political parties, have 
Congress deliberately affirmed its existence. Every 
Department of the Government has again and 
again asserted it. Forty years of acquiescence by 
the people; uniformity every where in the value of 
the currency; facility and economy in domestic ex- 
changes, and unexampled prosperity in the general 
business of the country, with a Bank of the United 
States; and, without it, wild disorder in the cur- 
rency, ruinous irregularity in domestic exchange, 
and general prostration in the commerce and busi- 
ness of the nation, would seem to put the question 
at rest, if it is not to be perpetually agitated. The 

ower has been sustained by Washington, the 

ather of his Country; by Madison, the Father of 
the Constitution; and by Marshall, the Father of 
the Judiciary. If precedents are not to be blindly 
followed, neither ought they to be wantonly de- 
spised. They are the evidence of truth; and the 
force of the evidence is in proportion to the inte- 
grity, wisdom, and patriotism of those who esta- 
blish them. I think that on no occasion could there 
be an array of greater or higher authority. For one, 
I hope to be pardoned for yielding to it, in prefer- 
ence to submitting my judgment to the opinion of 
those who now deny the power, however respecta- 
ble they may be. 

But, Mr. President, strong as my convictions 
are, I have no in‘ention of formally presenting any 

roposition to establish a Bank of the United 
tates. Composed as Congress and the Executive 
now are, it would be an unnecessary waste of time 
so offer such a proposal, I should regret to see a 
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bank established, .unless it were clearly called for 


by public opinion. I believe itis now desired by 
a majority of the people of the United States. But 
of that there does not exist perhaps any conclusive 
evidence. Let us wait until demonstrations of their 
will shall be clearly given; and let us all submit, 
and, for one, I shall most cheerfully, to their deci- 
sion, whatever it may be. Mr. C. moved that the 
petition be laid on the table. 

After some remarks from Mr. ALLEN, which 
will be given hereafter— 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that his peculiar posi- 
tion in regard to this question rendered it proper 
that he should make some remarks upon the sub- 
ject. He was opposed to the charter of any Bank 
of the United States, be it located where it might. 
It would, in his opinion, prove to be a great evil to 
the country any where and every where. It ap- 
peared from the Senator’s remarks that he and his 
friends were in favor of the establishment of a new 
bank in the city of New York, with Albert Gallatin 
for its president. _In this inference he thought he 
could not be mistaken. The Bank was to be new; 
it was not to be Mr. Biddle’s Bank; and Mr. Gal- 
latin had been eulogized, no doubt justly, asa gen- 
tleman eminent!y qualified to conduct a National 
Bank = New York then was to be the place, and 
Mr. Gallatin the president. 

Mr. B. said he had risen, as a Senator from 
Pennsylvania, salemnly to protest against this de- 
termination of the gentleman and his friends to 
exclude Philade!phia, and to establish a new Bank 
of the United States in New York. Although he 
should oppose such an establishment, whether in 
the one city or in the other, yet, if it must exist, he 
should stand up for the metropolis of his own State 
as the more suitable location. It would be invi- 
dious, as well as unjust, to abandon Philadelphia 
for New York. If you estabiish a National Bank 
in New York, with a capital of fifty millions of 
dollars, you would render the whole Union tribu- 
tary to that city, whilst you would greatly 
impair, if not destroy, the prosperity of our 
other commercial cities. Three-fifths of the 
revenue derived from customs was now col- 
lected at the port of New York. This amount of 
revenue, at least, without speaking of the remain- 
der, would be deposited in the mother bank, and 
become the foundation of discounts and circula- 
tion, and of a commanding influence throughout 
the Union. All the markets of the country could 
be regulated and controlled by such a bank, and 
the business of all our commercial cities would be 
gradually drawn into the vast vortex of New York. 
Why should three-fifths of the duties collected in 
the United States be used in New York for the 
purpose of giving her a control over our other 
commercial cities? It is true the revenue was col- 
lected there; but who eventually pays it? The 
consumers—the people of the country scattered 
over every State of the Union. Why, then, should 
it be converted into a deposit for the exclusive pur- 
pose of extending the commercial superiority of 
New York at the expense of other cities? Let 
each one of them depend upon its own energy and 
resources, without any partial aid from Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. B. was rejoiced that the Senator had come 
out and,in a bold and manly manner, presented 
his project of a National Bank. The two great 
parties of the country would now know precisely 
where they stood. From this day, the issue would 
be fairly formed and distinctly presented to the 
people. On the one side there was a National 
Bank, with a capital of fifty millions, sustained by 
the revenues of the Government, and enjoying the 
privilege of having its notes received in payment 
of all the public dues; whilst on the other, we de- 
sired a separation—a friendly separation—of the 
business of the Treasury from that of all banks, 
leaving each one of them to its own resources, and 
to perform its own duties, without danger of being 
crashed or controlled by a mammoth institution. 
We wished to part from them in peace, and to re- 
main at peace with them, interposing no obstacles 
in the way of their healthy and vigorous action. 
We leave them to be regulated by the States to 
which they belong. He did notfear the final result 
of such a wial before the American people. 
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It was a work of supererogation for the Senator 
from Kentucky to have inserted in his charter any 
provision to prevent the Government from warring 
against the Bank, or the Bank from warring against 
the Government. For the last few years we had 
witnessed the exception to the rule; but we should 
never witness itagain. Money and political power 
mutually attracted each other, and were always 
ready to rush to each other's embrace. Establish 
such a bank as the Senator had proposed, and there 
never would be any divorce between it and those in 
power. The General Government was to be com- 
bined with all the State Governments as stockhold- 
ers in this institution; and to these sovereigznties 
were to be added a number of wealthy individaals. 
Yon would thus bind the United States and the States 
together in solid phalanx,and unite them all indissolu- 
bly with the money power of the country. Such a 
measure would be the longest strido towards con- 
solidation which had ever been made under the 
Constitution; and such a bank would be able and 
willing to keep any Administration in power which 
might call it inte existence. The political power 
and the money power would support each other, 
and their connection would be perpetuatcd by the 
strongest ties of mutual interest. No, sir; no, sir; 
we shall have no more wars between the bank and 
the Government; no more Andrew Jacksons to slay 
the monster. We shall have a popular Govern- 
meut in form, but a money Government in fact; 
and New York will be the seatof empire. This 
scheme of uniting all the State Governments as 
stockholders with the General Government and in- 
dividuals, would render it much more formidable 
than the late Bank of the United States (poweriul 
as it was) had ever been. 

But this new bank was to be a paper bank. This 
he inferred from the fact that the Senator, in his 
plan, had entirely omitted to require that the bank 
should keep in its yaults any proportion of specie 
either to the amount of its circulation, or to that of its 
circulation and deposites combined. [n the whole 
projet there was no allusion to gold and silver, As 
a substitute, he might presume, the Senator had in- 
troduced, with commendation, that provision of the 
late New York law which required the banks un- 
der it to invest a portion of their capital in stocks, 
for the purpose of redeeming their notes in circu- 
lation. Mr. B. feared that this New York scheme 
would prove the greatest humbug of modern times. 
If we were to learn any thing from the lights of ex- 
perience in England, this would prove to be the 
result. 

The power to create and to circulate a paper cur- 
rency was one of the highest attributes of sove- 
reignty. Whenever in exercising this power you 
departed from the only true standard of value 
throughout the world, and established a banking 
institution without proportioning the amount of its 
current coin to that of its current notes and depo- 
sites, you were at sea without chart or compass. 
The rule in the Bank of England was one for three 
of its circulation and deposites, and no man in that 
country had ever, to his knowledge, contended that 
this proportion of bullion was too large. The theo- 
rem now established by the experience of England 
was, that the amount of the paper currency ought 
to fluctuate precisely as the metallic currency 
would fluctuate if there were no bank notes in 
circulation; and that these fluctuations should be 
reguiated by the changing condition of the 
foreign exchanges. When excessive banking, 
speculation and over-trading existed, and domestic 
articles rose, in consequence, to such a price as to 
prevent their exportation, and to endanger or to 
produce the export of bullion in their stead, 
then the paper circulation ought to be contracted 
so as to equalize the exchanges. This was now 
the rule in England. Nay, more: it was now be- 
lieved there that the Bank of England was nota fit 
repository of the sovereign power to regulate the 

paper currency of the country according to this 
standard. Its interest, as a bank, was always to 
increase the circulation, whilst its duty, as a regu- 
lator of the currency, was ofien to diminish it; and 
it had been loudly condemned for sacrificing its 
duty to its interest. The plan there now was either 
to create a bank of issue merely, for the sole pur- 
pose of regulating the paper currency by the 


-— 


= ; o “ 


am 


wre 


eet 
Be I, 
he 


te 


or 
eh a 


oo 


t 
: 
F 


Sah Re Gren 





a ee ee 


398 








standard of the foreign exchanges, or to appoint 
commissioners under the Government to regulate 
the issues of the Bank of England according to this 
standard. This plan included the suppression of 
all joint stock and private banks, as banks of issue; 
so that there should be but one bank of issue 
throughout the kingdom. 

It was found by experience, on a late memora- 
ble occasion, during the year 1836, that the Bank 
of England, with an actual capital of about seven- 
ty millions of dollars, had wholly failed in the at- 
tempt to curtail the issues of the joint stock and pri- 
vate banks. In proportion as she contracted, they 
expanded; and her diminished issue was more 
than supplied by their increase. This proved, by 
the way, how wholly incompetent the Sena- 
ior’s Bank of the United States would be 
to regulate the issues of the State banks. All 
this experience was to be disregarded, and 
instead of apportioning the paper curreney of the 
country to its specie; instead of making the sign 
bear some reasonable proportion to the thing sig- 
nified; instead of regulating its amount by our 
! reign exchanges, we were to adopt the new rule 
of New York, and to make bank notes the repre- 
sentative of State stocks. Even in New York they 
had required eleven pence in the dollar to be held 
in specie; but the Senater’s project did not even 
contain this restriction. ‘The end of all under the 
new system, would probably be that the paper cur- 
rency of the country would be expanded to amore 
enormous extent than it had even yet been; the 
prices of every domestic article would rise to such 
a pitch that it would be profitable to export 
nothing, unless it might be cotton, and to import 
every thing—the foreign exchanges would thus ne- 
cessarily be against us—the cleven pence in the 
dollar would soon be drawn from the vaults 
of the banks for exportation, and the holders of 
these notes would be compelled to resort to a suit 
in chancery to have the States stecks held by the 
banks converted into specie for their redemption. 
Should a Bank of the United States be ever esta- 
blished, as he trusted it never might, it onght to be 
founded upon far different principles. Above all, 
care should be taken so to regulate and restrict its 
charter, if that were possible, that it might at all 
times be able to redeem its notes in specie. 

The Senator had said that, during the whole pe- 
riod of forty yeais, whilst the old and the new 
Bank of the United States were in existence, 
they had regulated the domestic exchanges of the 
country in perfection. Now, said Mr. B. under 
the pressnre of existing evils, we are prone to 
believe that every thing had been comparatively 
good in former days. Under this impression he had 
recently examined into the condition of our domes- 
tic exchanges under the reign of the old and the 
new Bark, and somewhat to his astonishment had 
found that they were as much, or nearly as much, 
deranged during those periods, as in almost any 
other portion of our history. The issues of the 
State banks had not been controlled, nor the de- 
preciation of their notes prevented, by either Bank 
of the United States. Had he anticipated this de- 
bate, he should have brought some of these state- 
ments with him to the Senate. 

The Senator believed that the power of Congress 
to establish a bank had been seuled by former pre- 
cedents in such a manner that it ought no longer to 
be contested. He differed entirely from him on 
this question. Whilst the old Bank existed, sanc- 
tioned as it was both by legislative and judicial au- 
thority, it became the duty of every good citizen to 
submit to the law which created it, no matter what 
may have been his individual opinion as to its con- 
stitationality. But the old charter had expired, and 
the question was to be brought before a new Con- 
gress which had never decided it. Shall we then 
be the slaves of authority, and blindly submit to 
former precedenis, or shall we not be permitted to 
exercise our own judgment, and ask where was tke 
provision in the Coastitution which sanctioned these 
precedents? Ile, for one, should be glad to see the 
gentleman point it out. Where did this power 
lurk? The Senator had already acknowledged that 
it was not to be found either in the power to regu- 
late commerce or to coin mopey. In this particular 
he differed from the Senator from Massachusetts, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


(Mr. Wesster.] If the Senator from Kentucky 
could find it any where, it must be in the power to 
levy and collect taxes, and to pay the debts of the 
United States. This was the clause on which the 
Supreme Court mainly relied; and they merely de- 
cided that if Congress believed a Bank of the United 
States to be a necessary and proper means of col- 
lecting the revenue and paying the debts of the 
country, it was for us to determine that question; 
and that, unless in an extreme case, the Judiciary 
ought not to declare such a decision of Congress to 
be a violation of the Constitution, The Supreme 
Court have therefore referred it to Congress to de- 
cide whether a bank be a necessary and proper 
means of executing the taxing and debt-paying 
power. And can any man say, at the present day, 
that the dues of the Government cannot be conve- 
niently collected, and its debts paid, without the 
agency of a Bank of the United States? The 
very decision of the Supreme Court on which 
the Senator relied, had thus referred this 
question to Congress, and declared that we, 
and not they, were the appropriate judges, un- 
less in extreme cases, of the necessity of creating 
a National Bank. Under the Constitution, Con- 
gress have nothing to do either with the regulation 
of the foreign or domestic exchanges. The power 
to create a bank, if it existed at all, was to be 
found in the taxing power and there alone. 

To be the slaves of precedent In such a case 
would be to abandon the canse of human liberty, 
Every new precedent would be a new and impreg- 
nable bulwark against the rights of the people, 
from which fresh assaults might be made and new 
victories achieved, until at last the commentaries 
upon the Constitution would destroy its text, 
and render us a consolidated people. Why, 
sir, the judiciary decided the sedition law to 
be constitutional, and our citizens were tried, con- 
demned, and punished, under its provisions. 
Would the Senator contend that this precedent 
should bind the consciences of members of Con- 
gress, and compel them to admit, in ali future 
time, that a new sedition law would be constitu- 
tional? Certainly not. At this very session, the 
Senate, without any opposition, had determined to 
refund a fine inflicted under the old sedition law 
by the Judiciary, solely upon the principle, as he 
believed, that it was unconstitational. But it was 
not his intention to enter fully into the argument 
of this question. He had risen merely to make 
a few suggestions in relation to the location and 
some of the features of the gentleman’s bank. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Powell: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill referred to it making appropri- 
ations for the naval service for 1838, and gave no- 
tice that he should call it up to-morrow morning, 
at an early hour. 

Mr. TIPTON, on leave, introduced a bill to 1e- 
move the office of the Surveyor General for Ohio, 
Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin: read twice, 
and referred. 


BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to continue the corporate existence of the banks in 
the District of Columbia for twenty years. 

The question being on Mr. Nrtes’s amendment, 
making the president and directors of the respect- 
ive banks personally responsible for all losses to 
the community on the winding up of the banks— 

The question was put, and the amendment lost 
without a debate, and without a division. 


Mr. BENTON said, with the permission of the 
Senate, he would modify the substitute offered by 
himself for the original bill. If adopted, it would 
save much of the time of the Senate. The change 
he had reference to, was merely in relation to the 
dates; he had consulted several members, and he 
believed his present proposition would not only 
meet the views of the Senate generally, but he be- 
lieved it would be acceptable to those most inte- 
rested. The conditions imposed were such as 
could not be objected to he thought. ‘They were— 

1. That they should cease receiving or paying 
out of all paper for currency of a less denomination 


than five dollars, on or before the promulgation of 
this act. 

2. That they should cease paying out the notes 
of other banks from and after the Ist of October 
next. 

3. Thatthey should redeem in specie all their 
notes of five dollars and under, from and after the 
Ist of August next. 

4. That they should redeem all their notes in 
full, in specie, from and after the Ist of January, 
1839. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he would very much pre- 
fer the proposition offered by himself ona former 
occasion. He was averse to the renewal of their 
charters being restricted by the conditions imposed 
by the Senator. He thonght it would be better to 
leave them free and independent in their action, 
and charter them during the pleasure of Congress, 
subject to its will. 

Mr. WRIHT spoke at some length against the 
original bill, he could not reconcile it to his views 
of right, to renew these charters for twenty years, 
when they were in open vivlation of the laws, and 
had long since forfeited their charters by their own 
acts. He greatly preferred the motion of the Sena- 
tor frem Missouri, [Mr. Benton.] Why even give 
them an extension of two years, unless you 
impose these wholesome restrictions? Did any 
Senator desire to protect them in the open viola- 
tion of their charters in the issue of notes of less 
denomination than $5? Were we calling upon 
them too soon for the redemption of their small 
notes, or for a general redemption of all their 
notes? He wished Senators to look at the restric- 
tions proposed, and ask themselves if they were 
too severe. Much had been said in that body of 
of an irredeemable paper; it was what was con- 
demned by all, and proper efforts should be made 
to put an end to it. TheSenator from New Hamp- 
shire says he would prefer a charter at the pleasure 
of Congress. He knew the Senator’s reasons, 
which he believed would be considered most ame- 
liorating; but in his, Mr. W’s mind, it would be the 
very worst course that could be pursued; and if 
once adopted, their charters would never be reach- 
ed again. Let us extend no greater limits to these 
institutions than the States generally do to theirs, 
and this we have done. 

Mr. HUBBARD then contended that his pro- 
position would be preferable, that if the banks 
were left to the action of Congress, their charters 
dependent on its will, they would be less lilely 
to doany thing that would bring on them the con- 
demnation of that bedy or of the citizens. 

Mr. ROANE defended the bill as originally 
drafted. The committee had endeavored to draw 
all the light they could around them in relation to 
the most approved system of banking. In reply 
to aremark he had heard, that we knew nothing of 
the condiuon of these banks, he could siate that 
they had been subject to a severe and rigi:! scrutiny, 
the result of which was before the Senate, and he 
trusted the bill would be permitted to pass without 
further discussion. 

Mr. BENTON thought as much indulgence was 
granted in the substitute as was reasonable and 
just. The charters were already forfeited and 
lying atour mercy. Six banks in this District were 
circulating money which would ultimately fail in 
the hands of the poor Jaborer. He would not vote 
for any thing not coupled with the restrictions he 
proposed, ¥ 

Mr. DAVIS opposed the substitute as containing 
provisions calculated to destroy the business of the 
banks, in relation to paying out the notes of other 
institutions. 


Mr. TIPTON spoke earnestly in favor of placing 
the people of the District above the embarrassing 
uncertainty with which they had heretofore been 
agitated in relation to their banks. He desired the 
Senate to decide promptly whether they would dc 
so or not; and, with this view, he shouid vote 
against all amendments to this bill. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, spoke in favor of the 
amendment, and in opposition to a recharter !c¢ 
twenty years, that Congress mighi revise the pre- 
sentsystem, ©: make a better. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that he had an amend- 
ment to submit to the amendment proposed to the 
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bill by the honorable Senator from Missouri, [Mr 

Benton.] ‘The amendment of that Senator ex- 
tended the charters of the banks of the District 
two years, on the condition that they should re- 
deem their five dollar bills, from and after the first 
of August, with gold or silver, and their bills of all 
denominations from the first of January next. 
Now, he was very willing, and indeed anxious, t:: 
extend the charters or these banks agreeably to 

their existing provisions. By these provisions the 
banks were required at all times to redeem theit 
notes with specie, and were forbidden to issue 
notes under the denomination of five dollars. In 
consequence of the suspension of specie payments 
by the banks in the different States, the District 
banks, from what appeared to be an unavoidable 
necessity, were also compelled to suspend. He 
was very willing, tacitly, to acquiesce a while lon- 
ger in this necessity, and to renew the charters of 
all these banks, withont any express reference, in 
the renewal, to their departure trom the specie 
standard. But, when brought to vote directly on 
the question, whether their suspension of specie 
payments shall receive the formal sanction of this 
body, as it would, if the amendment of the Senator 
from. Missouri should be adopted, he must vote 
against it. He could never consent to give his 
sanction, by a formal vote, to a course of this kind, 
however much he might be disgosed to acquiesce in 
it. He would not divide the principle of specie 
payments into parts, as the amendment proposed, 
and vote to sanction their failure for a time, on the 
condition that the banks should resume at a future 
distant day. He asked how Senators on this side 
of the hall, who had, during the whole of the extra 
and this session, spoken and voted against the banks 
for suspending specie payments, could now turn 
round and give their direct sanction to this suspen- 
sion? He would cheerfully go with them in re- 
newing the charters of the District banks, without 
saying any thing about their suspension; but he 
could not vote for the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri. He would, therefore, move to 
amend that amendment so that the charters of these 
banks should be extended as proposed, provided 
they fredeemed their bills, of all denominations, 
with gold or silver, from and after the day on which 
the act is to take effect, and provided further that 
their charters should be null and void, if they failed 
so to redeem their bills. He submitted this mo- 
tion with reluctance, and solely in consequence of 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis- 
souri.. He would prefer the extension of the char- 
ters according to their existing provisions, which 
required all that could or need be required in rela- 
tion to specie payments. 

Mr. KING said it was utterly impossible for 
them to do so at present. If it was the intention 
of his friend from Michigan to destroy these insti- 
tutions, it was well. He certainly had taken a 
most effectual male; but as he presumed that was 
not the motive of the honorable Senator, ror to 
prolong a discussion already too protracted, he 
hoped the amendment would be withdrawn. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped. the Senator from 
Michigan would not persist in his amendment, as 
it would be ruinous to the banks of the District. 

Mr. NORVELL repeated the considerations 
which had induced his motion. So far from de- 
siring to injure the District banks, he wished to see 
their charters renewed, and would cheerfully vote 
for the bill with one or two modifications, by no 
means unfavorable to them, reported by the Com- 
mittee. on the District of Columbia. He wouid, 
however, as his friends from Alabama and Penn- 
sylvania had requested it, withdraw his amend- 
ment, and content himself with voting against the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis- 
sour. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out the four 
clauses in the proviso of Mr, Benron’s amendment, 
and, insert a provision. that. the present charters 
should be extended during the pleasure of Con- 
gress, being in the mean time subject to any modi- 
fications Congress might think proper to make, 
and subject also to a repeal, at the discretion of 
Congress. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would not go for the propo- 
sition of the Senator; it would amount to a per- 
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| both, and what then would be the result. 


petual charter. He was not for destroying these 
banks; on the contrary, he was for sustaining them 
so long as they adhered to what was right and 
correct. 
Mr. KING expressed an earnest desire to bring this 
matter toa close. The bill before them was vastly 
superior, because it contained many salutary pro- 
visions. If gentlemen were so desirous to narrow 
down the time, why not take the bill as it was, 
and limit the duration to a shorter period. While 
up, he would take occasion to vindicate the banks 
from aspersions which had been thrown upon them 
at different times during the discussion. If gentle- 
men would look to New York, Bosten, and Phila- 
delphia, where banks with immense capital were 
forced to yield to the pressure, how could cerpora- 
tions like them, with small capital, hold out. The 
fact was, to the last moment, they did their best, 
aad should not now be forced into measures which 
would be oppressive to them, ard distressing to the 
citizens of the District. He would vote for the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri with 
great reluctance, and he did so wits a view of giv- 


| ing time, under the hope that a better temper and 
spirit would prevail in relation to the matter. 


Mr. BAYARD thought a limited period would 


| be better than an indefinite one. 


Mr. STRANGE thought, of all the dangerous 
propositions ever entertained, that suggested by the 


| Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Huszarp}] 
| was the most so. 
| gress exposed to the temptations of these banks— 
| nay, the very President himself might be amena- 


Was not every member of Con- 


ble to corruption, through the veto. He did 
not pretend to say that such things would be; suf- 
ficient for him was the opinion that they might be. 


| Hedid not believe with the Senator from Ken- 
| tucky that the Bank of the United States had never 
| interfered in the clections; on the contrary, he be- 
| lieved that it had exercised a very dangerous in- 


fluence. He agreed with the Senator from Michi- 


| gan, that we should not countenance institutions 


that were daily flying in the face of law and right. 


| He would vote for the amendment of the Senator 


from Missouri as best calculated to place them in 


| a position to secure the interests of the community, 


without violating their chartered privileges. 
Mr. BENTON was certain that, if the amend- 


| ment of the Senator from New Hampshire prevail- 


ed, the banks would run on until they settled down, 
as the pleasure of Congress would be the pleasure 
of members of Congress. Suppose a member of 
Congress wanted a discount, while an industrious 


| mechanic or merchant of the District required one 


at the same time—the bank could not accommodate 
The 
directors would say if we do not oblige the member 
we shall lose the bank. Do not gentlemen see 
that the bank could not be a free agent. The banks 
themselves and the people of the District ought to 
be opposed to it. I look upon it, said Mr. B. as one 
of the most objectionable measures ever presented 
to Congress. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, as his amendment seemed 


| to find no favor in the eyes of either the friends or 


enemies of the bill, he would withdraw it; but he 
still believed it the most wholesome and proper that 
could be adopted. 

The question now recurring on Mr. Benton’s 
amendment, 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to modify it by rs- 


| quiring that the District banks should resume soon- 


er than the Ist of January, 1839, if the principal 
banks in Baltimore and Richmond should sooner 
resume. 

Mr. BENTON accepted this modification. 

Oa motionof Mr. BUCHANAN, the second 
clause of Mr. Benton’s proviso, relating to the 
notes of other banks, was stricken out, 

The question was then put on Mr. Benron’s sub- 
stitute for the bill, and carried in the affirmative— 
yeas 24, nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, McKean, ;Murris, 
Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Trotter, Williams, Wright. and 
Young—24. , 

NAYS—Messis. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
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Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Spence, Tall- 
madge, Tipton and Webster—16. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed—yeas 
37, nays 2. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Union Bank 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, and 
the bill to revive, with amendments, the “Act to in- 
corporate the Medical Society of the District of Ce- 
lumbia,” were severally considered and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, May 22, 1838. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved tha:a 
communication from the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office, covering a plan for the con- 
struction of safe buildings for the Surveyors Gene- 
ral in the States be printed, and the maps accom- 
panying the same be lithographed, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STONE, on leave, presented the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Kel- 
lysville, in Marion county, Tennessee, crossing the 
Tennessee river at Lawrie’s Old Ferry, passing by 
Nickajack, Gardenhires, thence up Running Wa- 
ter €reek, crossing the Racoon mountain into the 
Lookout Valley to some point at or near Squirrel 
Town, in Dade county, Georgia. 

Mr. HAYNES, on leave, presented a memorial 
for a mail route. 

Mr. CONNOR asked leave to offer a resolution 
ordering the daily hour of meeting of the House 
hereafter to be 10 o’clock, a. m. 

Objection being made, Mr. C. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which being ordered, were—yeas 127, nays 42. 

So the rules were suspended, and the resolution 
being before the House, 

Mr. BOON moved to add that the House take 
a daily recess from 2 till 4 past 3 o’clock. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was himself op- 
posed to any recess, but if they were to have it, he 
suggested the usual period, from 4 past 2 till 4 
o’clock. 

Mr. REED hoped the amendment would be 
adopted. 

Mr. McKENNON was opposed to it, for he 
thought six hours long enough to remain there in a 
confined atmosphere. 

Mr. GOON modified his amendment according 
to the suggestion of Mr. CamBreLena, from 4 past 
2 till 4 o’clock. He added that he had made the 
motion in obedience to the expressedwishes of se- 
veral gentiemen. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said as he was opposed 
to a recess, he would move the previous question, 
which was seconded—93 to 70—and the main 
question being ordered, was put and agreed to, and 
the resolution adopted without amendment. 

REPEAL OF THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky asked leave io 
make a statement in reference to what had been 
said by the gentieman from Indiana, [Mr. Boon] 
yesterday. 

Leave being granted, 

Mr. W. went on to say that he was not present 
when the gentleman made his statement, and 
though he did not say that the gentleman had in- 
accurately detailed the private conversation be- 
tween them, yet he would take occasion to rectify 
an error that had got into the newspapers, and been 
circulating for the last two or three weeks. It was 
stated that Mr. W. had consented, or given nolice 
that he would consent, to accept the resolution of 
Mr. Boon asa modification or substitute for his 
own, should the rules be suspended to give him an 
opportunity of doing so.” Mr. W. never said so, 
and the newspapers were mistaken, The gentie- 
man from Indiana would bear him witness that 
he said no such thing, and gave no such pledge, 
Yesterday morning, when the gentleman and him- 
self could not agree, either upon his resolution 
or Mr. W’s, Mr. W. remarked that he would 
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take the one that had been printed and laid on their 
tables—he believed it came fromthe Senate—and if 
the rules were suspended, he would so modify it. 
Upon further examination, however, M. W. found 
that it materially differed trom the object they both 
seemed to have in view; and he, therefore, notified 
the gentleman from Indiana that he should not offer 
il; adding further that, as his great object was to do 
away with all distinctions now existing in the kind 
of moneys reeeived for the public dues, he was de- 
sirous of doing every thing in his power to accom- 
modate all sides of the House. He was willing to 
make it a joint resolution, and he then said, and 
again pledged himself, that, if the rules were sus- 
pended, he would frame the resolution, at the sug- 
gesuon of any gentleman, to accomplish the object 
of those who wanted to see the specie circular 
repealed. He would make any modificat.on that 
wonld be thought generally acceptable to the 
Llouse. 

Mr. W. explained the reason why he had not 
called up his resoiution before, that he thought they 
got along much better by taking up the business in 
its regular order; besides his resolution was submit- 
ted only a day or two before the duelling report 
came in, and, as a privileged question, that cut 
offevery thing else, and took up two or three 
weeks; and moreover he was not disposed to arrest 
the public business of the House. Mr. W. then 
sent his modification to the Chair, which Was read, 
and he moved the House to take it up. 

Objection being made, Mr. W. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BOON then asked leave to make a further 
statement, but it was objected to. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative—yeas 104, 
hays 83. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, J. W. Allen, Aycrigeg, 
Bell, Bond, Boon, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John 
Calhoon, Casey, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crock- 
ett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dunn, Evans, Everett, R Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, 
Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Gray, 
Grennell, Haley. Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Jabez Jackson, Henry Jolin- 
eon, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Kilgore, Legare, Lincoln, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, May. Maxwell. McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Miligan, Mitchel, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Peck, Pope, Potts, Randen, Ran- 
delph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Joha Robertson, Edward W. 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stuart, Stone, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Albert 
8. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whit- 


tlesey, Lewis Walliams, Sherrod Walliams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Yell, and Yorke—1(4. 


NAYS—Measrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beat- 
ty, Beirne, Bicknell, Bouldin, Bachanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Chapman, Cleveland, Clowney, Cotes, Connor, Craig, Cush- 
man, Dawson, Davee, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fietcher, Fry, Glascock, Grant, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubiey, Wilham H. Hunter, Ingham, Themas B. Jackson, 
Joseph Jehnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Martin, McKay, 
Robt. McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Moore, Mur- 
ray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Sawyer, Sheffer, Charles 
Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Jareu W. Wil. 
liams, and Worithingteon—83 

So the House refused. 

Mr. NAYLOR, on leave, presented a petition. 

Mr. HUNTER, of Ohio, moved to print 
the report of the survey of the harbor of Sandusky, 
in that State, which was sent in from the Topogra- 
phical Bureau yesterday, and the motion was 
agreed to nem diss. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 

Keller. 

Also, a bill to continue in force the act of 1837, 
to provide for the payment of horses and other pro- 
perty, lost, or destroyed, in the military service of 
the United States. 

Mr. W. moved that it be made the order for this 
day, which was agreed to; and the House went 
instanter into committee thereon, Mr. REED in 
the chair. 

_ Mr. WHITTLESEY having briefly explained 
its provisions and the necessity of its passage. 

Mr. GRAHAM complained that the bill did 
not extend far enough, and that as meritorious a 
class of claimants were excluded from its benefits 
as that embraced in its provisions. Mr. G. then 
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moved an amendment, extending the benefits of the 
bill to the mounted rangers of Indiama and Illinois. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY said, if it was intended to 
press this amendment, he should be compelled to 
niove the rising of the committee, so as to,ciscuss 
it another time, because the House agreed to go 
into committee, merely to consider the original bill 
as reported. Moreover, Mr. W. was prepared to 
make a report on the subject referred to by Mr. 
GranaM, in response to a resolution introduced 
some time since by that gentleman. 

Mr. YELL suggested to the gentleman from 
Indiana, as there were other States interested, 
either to make his proposed provision general, or at 
least to include Arkansas. If he did neither, Mr. 
Y. should vote against the admendment. 

Mr. GRAHAM assented to the first suggestion, 
and made his amendment general, so as to include 
al! mounted rangers. Mr. G. then entered into the 
details, and set forth the services and claims of this 
class of men upon the Government. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY appealed to the gentleman 
to permit the question to be taken, or suffer the 
committtee to rise, for if he had thought a long de- 
bate was tohave sprung up, he most assuredly 
would not have asked the indulgence of the House 
to go into committee upon this bill. 

Mr. GRAHAM, however, declined to yield, and 
went on to advocate his amendment, and then be- 
fore the question was taken, 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved that the committee 
rise, which being agreed to, the committee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 
following message, received from the President of 
the United States: 

To the House of Represcntatives of the United States: 

The accompanying copy of a communication 
addressed to the Secretary of War by the Cherokee 
delegation is sabmitted to Congress, in order that 
such measures may be adopted as are required to 
carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the 
Government towards the Cherokee nation, and 
which it is hoped will induce them to remove 
peaceably and contentedly to their new homes in 
the West. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnincton, May 21, 1838. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. OWENS called for the reading of the ac- 
companying documents; which being done, 

Mr. BELL moved the reference of the whole to 
a Committee on the Union, and that they be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
passed to the orders of the day. 

After some conversation between Mr. EVE- 
RETT and Mr. CAMBRELENG, the latter of 
whem stating that the above papers involved a 
new question, 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved a vote of reconsidera- 
tion, so as to refer them to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and gave his reasuns therefor. 

Mr. HAYNES was in favor of the latter re- 
ference. 

Mr. EVERETT ‘advocated a reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. HOWARD preferred the original reference 
to the Committee on the Union, inasmuch as the 
subject was already before that body, on the 
amendments to the bill to prevent and suppress 
Indian hostilities. 

Mr. HOLSEY advocated the reference to the 
Indian Committee, for he could not consent to 
embarrass the above bill by bringing on a protracted 
discussion upon the validity of the Cherokee treaty. 
Mr. H. apprehended hostilities, and alluded to a 
murder that had already taken place. 

Mr. REED insisted that the reference already 
made was the proper one, and he moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. OWENS expressed a hope that the gentle- 
man would not press that motion. 

Mr. HOLSEY asked for the yeas and nays, but 
they were not ordered, and the motion was re- 
jected—ayes 65, noes 68. 

Mr. BELL knew nothing to be gained by the 
reference of the subject to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, for there was not the slightest ground to 
believe that that committee would bring in any 








proposition. They would do nothing, but say 
“hands off.” He was sorry the murder had been 
alluded to, for there were no facts to show that it 
evinced a determination on the part of the Indians 
to commence hostilities. As to voting money, Mr, 
B. was willing to vote all that was now and would 
be necessary, even to-day if it was thought expedi- 
ent; but it would be useless to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, as the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union must eventually 
act upon it. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG adverted to the impor- 
tance of the President’s communication, which con- 
tained several distinct propositions, all of which 
cam: within the province of the standing Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs to inquire into, and gave 
other reasons for giving the subject that direction. 

Mr. CUSHING expressed himself willing to 
yield the floor on the Northwest boundary question 
to go on with the Indian hostility bill. 

The motion to reconsider was then agreed to— 
ayes 73, noes 69. 

The question then again recurring on the com- 
mitment to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, it was decided in the negative, 
by tellers—ayes 72, noes 84. 

On sending it to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, 

Mr. EVERETT moved to add the following in- 
structions: 

“And that said committee have power to send 
for persons and papers.” 

Mr. DAWSON assured all parties that if they 
expected to make any thing politically out of this 
question they were very much mistaken. Where 
could be the necessity, or what good could result 
out of sending for persons and papers to investi- 
gate the validity of a treaty long since ratified and 
confirmed? What! were they to suffer John Ross 
to arrest and change the whole action of this Go- 
vernment?: Mr. D. had labored day and night to 
bring this man to a reasonable proposition, but he 
had no sooner succeeded than in a hour afterwards 
he withdrew, or changed his opinion. 

Mr. D. said the only proper course for the House 
to pursue was to disobey and disregard the Presi- 
dent’s recommendations, which were in effect to 
declare war against the people of Georgia. He, 
therefore, moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table, but withdrew that motion at the request of 

Mr. WISE, who hoped this communication 
would be considered, and said he would pay the 
first compliment to the President he had ever paid 
in his life, for his propositions were a virtual ac- 
knowledgment that the pretended treaty was no 
treaty, as Mr. W. had often before alleged. He 
rejoiced that the Executive of the United States 
had at last signified a wish to do justice to the 
Cherokees. Mr. W. pursuant to his pledge to 
Mr. Dawson, renewed that gentleman’s motion to 
lay the whole subject on the table, but withdrew it 
by his assent. 

Mr. GLASCOCK addressed the House with 
earnestness, insisting on the obligation of the treaty 
of 1835, and the sacredness of the vested rights of 
Georgia under it; the certainty that her citizens 
would take possession of these lands, and the im- 
minent danger of an Indian war. Should the Go- 
vernment attempt to overturn that treaty, Georgia 
would never be found wanting to herself, as she 
had once before proved. And he would say to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise] that his 
bold threats about castigating his State into sub- 
mission, had no terrors for him or the people he in 
part represented. This was not the first time that 
such threats had been made against Georgia, grow- 
ing out of the Indian treaties; but she always took 
her stand, and assumed her position under them, and 
was not to be forced from it. She ever remained 
firm, as she will now, amidst all the calumnies 
and foul slanders which have been eagerly circu- 
lated to her injury, and unawed by every attempt 
of those who, under the sacred garb of religion and 
humanity, seek to array against her public feeling 
and indignation. 

Sir, said Mr. G., she plants herself upon those 
rights secured and guarantied to her under the 
treaty of 1835—a treaty solemnly ratified, and 
having all the sanctions and requisites required 





